Dear Congressman/Senator:


I am writing to urge your support for the Emergency Protection for Iraqi Cultural Antiquities Act of 2004 (sections 4001-4003 of S. 671/H.R. 1047). This Act grants authority to the President to impose emergency import restrictions to prevent the import into the United States of antiquities and other cultural materials that have been illegally removed from Iraqi cultural institutions and other locations, particularly archaeological sites in Iraq. This authority is also necessary to ensure that the United States continues to comply with U.S. Security Council Resolution paragraph 7, which calls on all members of the United Nations to prevent the trade in illegally-removed Iraqi cultural materials.


This legislation is necessary because archaeological sites are now being looted on a large scale in Iraq. The heritage of Iraq has played an important role in the world’s historical and cultural development. The looting of sites destroys the historical, cultural, religious and scientific information that is derived through the careful, systematic excavation of sites. When this record is destroyed we are all the poorer for it.


The looting of sites and theft from museums have been significant problems as well in Afghanistan. I urge that this legislation also give the President equivalent authority to impose import restrictions on cultural materials that have been illegally removed from Afghanistan. As with Iraq, the United States has undertaken a special relationship with Afghanistan. Concern for preservation of the cultural heritage of Afghanistan must be given equal consideration.


Sites are looted of antiquities so that they can be sold ultimately to markets in Western Europe and the United States. It is crucial that the President be given this authority to prevent the import into the United States of looted cultural materials and thereby reduce the incentive for theft and destruction of archaeological sites. Enactment of this legislation will help the United States to fulfill its obligations to the Iraqi people and help to enrich our understanding of the world’s and our own cultural heritage.

