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Overview: Everything You Need to Know in Brief

Part One: Basics of Archaeology for Simulated Dig Users
Tips and eseential information to help teachers design a dig, encourage critical thinking, and develp 
students’ skills across the curriculum.
	 Definitions,
	 How Sites Become Lost
	 Excavation
	 Dig Design Tips
	 Start and End with Questions

Part Two: Simulated Digs

Layer Cake Archaeology
Almost everyone likes cake! Digging (and eating) the layers of a cake is a fun and easy way for children 
to learn the basic principles and techniques of archaeological excavation. For young elementary grades, 
especially K–2.

Transparent Shoebox Dig
The shoebox dig is created in a transparent plastic box with a lid. The teacher tells a story about two or 
more cultures, and the students help create the layers and deposit the artifacts representing the cultures. 
Since the shoebox is transparent, students can see the layers being formed. Designed for grades K–2.

Shoebox Dig
Students uncover the stratified layers in a shoebox in this “blind” dig that mimics a real excavation. This is 
a manageable, compact, and fun (although sometimes messy!) dig for older elementary school children that 
can be modified for middle school.  

Transparent Shoebox and Shoebox Dig Photographs

Schoolyard Dig
Students become archaeologists and uncover part of a single-layer (one-period) site. This dig works well 
with older elementary ages and can be adapted for middle and high school as well. This “blind” dig is a full-
scale simulated excavation, requiring considerable planning.
 
Record Sheets

Part Three: Resources & National Standards  
for Simulated Dig Users
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