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“Our AIA leaders were the best I’ve ever seen. The small size of the group was also great.
This was our second trip with the AIA, and I think you are the best.”

Turkey



Hiking Scotland’s
orkney & Shetland Islands
August 1 - 11, 2015 & July 16 - 26, 2016
Lecturer (2015): Val Turner
Lecturer (2016): Mary MacLeod Rivett
11-day HIkIng tour

Take daily hikes on remote islands to prehistoric stone circles, 
burial chambers, and settlements; seeing along the way quaint 
villages, seabird colonies, and fascinating geological sites. 
Archaeological sites include Maeshowe, the Ring of Brodgar, 
Skara Brae, and Jarlshof. Limited to 15 participants.

Hiking Scotland’s
Western Islands
August 16 - 26, 2015 
Lecturer: Mary MacLeod Rivett
11-day HIkIng tour

Take daily hikes, visiting fascinating sites and remote 
villages on the Isles of Staffa, Iona, Mull, Skye, Harris, and 
Lewis. Highlights include the prehistoric standing stones of 
Callanish, Iron Age Dun Carloway, and Iona’s monastery of 
St. Columba. Limited to 15 participants.

BHUtan: 
The last Buddhist kingdom
September 17 - 30, 2015
Lecturer: Annapurna Garimella
14-day land tour

On this comprehensive journey amidst the breathtaking 
Himalayas, you will admire active Buddhist monasteries and 
dzongs, remote villages, exquisite shrines and temples, and 
spectacular landscapes, all while experiencing Bhutan’s unique 
culture, including a traditional festival. Limited to 15 participants.

The Best of ancient EgYPt
September 20 - October 5, 2015
Lecturer: Stephen Harvey
16-day land tour

Travel on our meticulously planned itinerary with premium 
accommodations and visit all the preeminent sites of the 
pharaohs from Cairo to Luxor, Aswan, and Abu Simbel; 
including special-access visits to the tombs of Seti I and 
Nefertari (both are closed to the public) and a 4-night, deluxe 
Nile River cruise. Limited to 20 participants.

PREHIStoRIc caVE aRt of 
Spain & France 
September 23 - October 5, 2015
September 21 - October 3, 2016
Lecturer: Paul Bahn
13-day land tour

Witness the most famous prehistoric cave art in the world, 
including Altamira II, Lascaux II, Niaux, Pech Merle, 
Cougnac, Rouffignac, Font-de-Gaume, and Cueva del Castillo. 
Experience the rich cultures of Spain and France with visits to 
charming medieval villages and cities, savoring fine food, wine, 
and accommodations. Limited to 20 participants.

Voyage to the 
claSSIcal WoRld
September 24 - October 5, 2015
Lecturer: C. Brian Rose
12-day VoYagE

Cruise around the Peloponnese and on to scenic Greek Isles 
and fabulous ancient and medieval sites aboard a comfortable, 
25-cabin ship, exploring such splendid landmarks as the oracle 
of Delphi, ancient Olympia, Byzantine Mystra, the Minoan 
Palace at Knossos, Santorini’s Akrotiri, Rhodes’ medieval Old 
Town, Greco-Roman Ephesus, and sacred Delos.

Historic cities of the Sea: 
lISBon to RomE
October 3 - 15, 2015
Lecturer: Nancy Wilkie
13-day VoYagE

Enjoy private chamber music performances in splendid historic 
locations ashore! Cruise aboard an elegant, 50-cabin (all-suite) 
ship and discover the beautiful coasts of Iberia, the Balearic 
Islands, Sardinia, Sicily, and Amalfi. Explore ancient and medieval 
sites such as the Neolithic ruins of Sardinia, the buried Roman 
city of Pompeii, and the Alhambra—an architectural masterpiece.

Wonders of the ancient World: 
atHEnS to tHESSalonIkI
October 13 - 21, 2015
Lecturer: Jenifer Neils
9-day VoYagE

Enjoy this splendid Aegean Sea voyage to six magnificent 
UNESCO World Heritage sites. Experience the ease, comfort, 
and exclusivity of cruising aboard a luxurious, 36-cabin vessel. 
Highlights include the royal Macedonian tombs at Vergina; 
Meteora’s spectacular monasteries; and the splendid Greco-
Roman ruins of Pergamon and Ephesus.
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tUnISIa: Phoenicians to Romans, 
mosaics to mosques
October 15 - 25, 2015
Lecturer: Nejib ben Lazreg
11-day land tour

Visit all seven of Tunisia’s cultural World Heritage sites, 
including fabled Carthage, Dougga, Kairouan, and El Jem. 
Other highlights include Bulla Regia’s underground Roman 
villas, Thuburbo Majus’s sunken winter baths, and the Bardo 
Museum’s renowned mosaics. An optional, 4-day extension to 
Malta is also available. Limited to 20 participants.

Sailing SPaIn’s mediterranean 
coast aboard Sea Cloud
October 25 - November 4, 2015
Lecturer: Albert Leonard, Jr.
11-day VoYagE

Sail aboard the magnificent, original, four-masted, 52-guest Sea 
Cloud and explore some of Spain’s remarkable museums and 
sites, including Roman Tarragona; Granada’s iconic Alhambra; 
Barcelona’s ancient Barcino and dazzling architecture of Antoni 
Gaudí; the complex city of Valencia; the Moorish Castle of 
Santa Barbara; and visits to private estates.

cruising the mekong River: 
camBodIa & VIEtnam
December 27, 2015 - January 9, 2016
Lecturer: Miriam Stark
14-day land tour/RIVERBoat cruise

See magnificent Buddhist and Hindu temples, floating markets, 
rice paddies, and more. Enjoy two days exploring the world 
famous Khmer temples and monuments of legendary Angkor. 
Then savor a seven-night cruise on the Mekong aboard a 
luxurious, 12-suite riverboat. End with two days in bustling Ho 
Chi Minh City (Saigon). Limited to 22 participants.

SRI lanka:
South asia’s multicultural Isle
February 7 - 22, 2016
Lecturer: Nancy Wilkie 
16-day land tour

Explore Sri Lanka’s archaeology, history, and culture with visits 
to all six of its cultural World Heritage Sites: sacred Kandy 
and Anuradhapura, ancient Sigiriya and Polonnaruwa, the 
Old Town of Galle, and the cave-temple of Dambulla. Also 
explore nature reserves and a national park to see monkeys, 
elephants, various birds and, possibly, a leopard. Limited to 15 
participants.

Jungle kingdoms of the  
ancient maYa
January 30 - February 12, 2016
Lecturer: Virginia Miller 
14-day land tour

This extraordinary tropical adventure provides the best-paced 
itinerary available to explore ancient Maya sites in the lush 
jungles of Mexico, Guatemala, and Honduras. Explore the 
sites of Palenque, Bonampak, Yaxchilan, Tikal, Copan,Yaxha 
and Quirigua; with free time to bird watch or relax and enjoy 
our comfortable hotels and remote jungle lodges. Limited to 
12 participants.

Pyramids & temples of the 
YUcatan
February 20 - 28, 2016
Lecturer: Jeff Karl Kowalski 
9-day land tour

This luxurious winter holiday provides a week-long adventure 
exploring the sun-drenched Yucatan’s ancient sites such as 
Chichen Itza, Uxmal, Ek Balam, Dzibilchaltun, and Labna. 
Bird watch, shop for crafts, and relax at our comfortable resorts 
(two nights at Chichen Itza and three nights each at Merida and 
Uxmal). Limited to 12 participants.

EtHIoPIa:  
The Fabled land of Punt
March 2016
Lecturers: Benjamin and Karen Foster
land tour

Discover diverse cultures and landscapes in a land steeped 
in ancient history and legend. Learn about the Kingdom of 
Axum, King Solomon, the Queen of Sheba, the Lost Ark, 
and empires based on incense, ivory, and spices. See amazing 
churches carved out of solid rock, beautiful mountains, and 
desert landscapes; discover age-old tribal traditions and much 
more. Limited to 20 participants.

JaPan by Sea:
land of the Rising Sun
April 20 - May 3, 2016
Lecturer: Mikael Adolphson
14-day VoYagE

Embark a luxurious, all-suite, 114-guest ship and explore lesser-
visited areas of Japan. Experience ancient traditions and cultural 
performances; and visit sacred temples and shrines, celebrated 
gardens and castles, artists’ studios, and museums. Tokyo and 
Kyoto are also included, as is a day in South Korea for the 
National Museum and a UNESCO temple.
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archaeological Wonders of 
ISRaEl
May 1 - 13, 2016
Lecturer: Jodi Magness
13-day land tour

Discover with the AIA’s next president, a leading American 
archaeologist excavating in Israel, major Classical, Jewish 
and Christian sites. Gain privileged access and insights to 
ancient and medieval sites of this extraordinary land of beauty 
and spirituality that has so influenced Western civilization. 
Limited to 14 participants.

Prehistoric tombs and Standing 
Stones of SalISBURY & 
BRIttanY
May 3 - 14, 2016
Lecturer: Paul Bahn
12-day land tour

Delve into the mysteries of the extraordinary prehistoric 
sites of Salisbury, England, and Brittany, France. Amidst 
beautiful landscapes see world renowned, as well as lesser 
known, prehistoric monuments: enigmatic rings of giant 
standing stones (megaliths) and remarkable chambered 
tombs. Discover medieval castles, charming villages, museum 
collections, and much more. Limited to 20 participants.

IRan: The ancient land of Persia
May 4 - 19, 2016
Lecturer: TBA
16-day land tour

In addition to the dazzling cities of Tehran, Shiraz, and 
Isfahan, visit ancient Persepolis (twice), one of the most 
spectacular surviving archaeological sites; discover the 
Sasanian religious center of Takht-e Soleiman; Pasargadae, 
location of the first Persian capital; Yazd, one of the last 
strongholds of Zoroastrianism; and much more. Limited to 
20 participants.

gEoRgIa & aRmEnIa: 
Beyond the golden Fleece
May 6 - 22, 2016
Lecturer: Gocha Tsetskhladze
17-day land tour

Immerse yourself in the history, cultures, and landscapes 
of the beautiful Caucasus region, with visits to the site 
of Europe’s earliest unearthed hominid bones; ancient 
settlements and fortresses; early churches, cathedrals, and 
monasteries; and intriguing cave towns; including five 
UNESCO World Heritage sites. An optional extension to 
Azerbaijan is available. Limited to 20 participants.

ancient Splendors of 
WEStERn tURkEY
May 11 - 21, 2016
Lecturer: Nicolle Hirschfeld
11-day land tour

Along the magnificent Aegean coast explore spectacular 
temples, theaters, and stadiums at ancient sites such as 
Assos, Pergamum, Troy, and Ephesus; plus early Byzantine 
churches, Ottoman palaces, and outstanding museums. (Can 
be combined with our central Turkey tour.) Limited to 14 
participants.

Wonders of  
cEntRal tURkEY
May 20 - 31, 2016
Lecturer: Nicolle Hirschfeld
12-day land tour

Marvel at the vast Neolithic settlement at Çatalhöyük 
and ancient Hittite capital of Hattusa; Göbekli Tepe, the 
world’s oldest known example of monumental architecture; 
Cappadocia’s lunar landscapes and early rock-cut churches; 
and much more. (Can be combined with our western Turkey 
tour.) Limited to 14 participants.

IREland: 
legacies & landscapes
June 2016
Lecturer: Stephen Mandal
14-day land tour

See spectacular prehistoric passage tombs and standing stones, 
including Newgrange and Knowth. Discover magnificent 
early Christian and medieval castles, monasteries, and 
cathedrals, such as Kells and the Rock of Cashel. Enjoy lovely 
vistas including the Cliffs of Moher, Dingle Peninsula, and 
Boyne Valley. Limited to 12 participants.

Undiscovered greece:  
macEdonIa to EPIRUS
June 2016
Lecturer: TBA
14-day land tour

Admire up-close legendary Mt. Olympus, the monasteries 
atop karst pinnacles at Meteora, and tranquil Lake Ioannina; 
and savor three days at a luxury spa/resort in the rugged, 
remote Pindus Mountains. Explore the ancient sanctuary at 
Dodoni; Amphipolis, where a Macedonian tomb is being 
excavated; the royal tombs and golden treasures at Vergina, 
and more. Limited to 12 participants.
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The archaeological Institute of america (aIa)

The Archaeological Institute of America is the oldest and largest archaeological organization 
in North America. The AIA promotes archaeological inquiry and public understanding of the 
material record of the human past to foster an appreciation of diverse cultures and our shared 

humanity. The AIA supports archaeologists, their research and its dissemination, and the 
ethical practice of archaeology. The AIA educates people of all ages about the significance of 

archaeological discovery and advocates the preservation of the world’s archaeological heritage.

See details on all AIA Tours online: www.aiatours.org
Call us toll-free: 800-748-6262   Email us: aia@studytours.org

 Please ask to receive our free monthly e-newsletters
and be among the first to learn about exciting new programs and special offers!

What is new in Exploring the Past with aIa tours?

Smaller groups! Our land tours are now limited 
to a maximum of 20 and many to just 12-15 

travelers. AIA cruises are aboard small ships with 
between 18-100 cabins. This means by land or 

sea, you receive more personal attention!

“I enjoyed our small, congenial and 
stimulating group.”

more Inclusive: Almost everything is included 
except your international airfare.

“This was my first AIA trip. It was  
worth every dollar.”

 more Unique Itineraries: Each land tour is 
custom-designed with just one departure.

“We felt we were getting the ‘special tour.’”

Personable leaders: Enjoy sharing each 
adventure with an AIA lecturer and guide(s) who 
are chosen for their ability to provide fascinating 

insights and be congenial companions.

“Your leaders were the best—
not just the most knowledgeable,

but the most likable and enjoyable.”

generous comfort: An expert manager/guide 
arranges all transportation, hotels, excursions, 

and delicious meals.

“I enjoyed the ease of travel,
the care for our comfort &

the excellence of the educational experience.”


