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Vice President for Cultural Heritage          Two-year term (2019-2021) 
One candidate for one position: Elizabeth S. Greene 
 
Elizabeth S. Greene 
Position: Associate Professor, Department of Classics, Brock University 

It is an honor to be nominated to serve a second term as Vice President for Cultural Heritage. These past 
two years have seen the AIA grow increasingly involved in the preservation of cultural heritage at home 
and abroad. To a certain degree this reflects a return to the AIA’s roots: its contribution to the drafting of 
the Antiquities Act of 1906 and its engagement with the protection of American heritage from looting and 
destruction. For example, we joined our fellow national archaeological institutions in submitting an 
amicus curiae brief in support of plaintiffs contesting the President’s authority under the Antiquities Act 
to substantially reduce the size of Utah's Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monuments. 
On the Mediterranean and international front, we continue to advocate in support of U.S. involvement 
with UNESCO, its Conventions that protect heritage on land and underwater, and the creation and 
renewal of bilateral agreements for the protection of cultural heritage. We have been active in responding 
to international cultural property issues, including questions of heritage at risk, looting, illicit antiquities 
purchases, and repatriation claims, while considering how best to expand and improve our own 
institutional policy to promote heritage awareness and best practices. 

While continuing and expanding these outward-looking initiatives, it is my goal over the next two years 
to further embed heritage dialog internally across the AIA’s diverse membership. I aim to introduce a 
standing session at the Annual Meeting to celebrate recipients of the Outstanding Public Service Award 
and their contributions. I look forward to discussions on heritage topics across the breadth of the AIA, 
working particularly with the other Vice Presidents to find productive intersections. To this end I hope to 
work with the Vice President for Societies to consider how we might best mobilize our grassroots 
organization across the country to promote the importance of archaeological heritage; with the Vice 
President for Research and Academic Affairs to consider how heritage engagement through public facing 
scholarship might become a more routine activity within our academic constituency; and with the Vice 
President for Education to enhance the role of heritage and ethics in our communication and training 
materials for students and teachers. Through such advocacy we can work toward ensuring the 
contemporary value of archaeology to the human past, present, and future. 

 
Vice President for Research and Academic Affairs        Two-year term (2019-2021) 
Two candidates for one position: Mark Stansbury O’Donnell; Thomas Tartaron 
 
Mark Stansbury O’Donnell 
Position: Associate Dean, The College of Arts & Sciences; Professor of Art History, University of St. 
Thomas; Co-Editor, Wisconsin Studies in Classics, University of Wisconsin Press 



 

If elected Vice-President, I hope to contribute to the AIA by using my administrative experience to meet 
the duties of the position and to build on my research collaborations to address two key issues.  First is to 
develop venues for publication for younger scholars that meet the challenges of publishing in a digital 
environment.  The prestige of the American Journal of Archaeology can provide a foundation not only for 
expanding that journal’s reach, but also to develop other channels that would disseminate archaeological 
work.  This dovetails with a second concern, the role of archaeology in higher education.  There are 
substantive challenges to the liberal arts and to careers in fields like archaeology, which faces a particular 
problem in being housed in departments primarily focused on other disciplines like classical languages, 
history, or art history.  Universities need to become more interdisciplinary and collaborative to respond to 
the challenges to higher education, and I hope to help to strengthen opportunities for and preparation of 
archaeologists for future positions in the academy.   

I have been a professor of art history at the University of St. Thomas since finishing my Ph.D. at Yale 
University in 1990.  My scholarly work focuses on narrative in Greek art, including theoretical 
approaches and exploring the contextual links between artist, viewer, consumer, and culture.  My 
publications include two articles in AJA, one edited volume, and four monographs, three with Cambridge 
University Press.  My recent work is focused on the production and distribution of pursuit scenes in the 
Mediterranean, particular in Attic, Lucanian, and Apulian vase painting, and I have built in collaboration 
with colleagues several databases to provide for statistical analyses of selection and distribution of vases 
and their narratives. 

Collaboration is essential in my work, and I am grateful to have been the co-founder with Elizabeth 
Langridge-Noti of the Pottery in Context Research Network, a collaboration of more than a dozen vase 
scholars in Europe and the United States that holds biennial colloquia at the University of London.  With 
Tom Carpenter, I am also co-founder of the Ancient Figure-Decorated Pottery Interest Group of the AIA.  
In both projects, my goals have been to promote the work of emerging scholars and to create an open and 
supportive environment for research and publication.  This desire also led me to accept an offer to become 
co-editor of the Wisconsin Studies in Classics in an effort to revitalize its publications on material culture.  
I have also cosponsored several colloquia at the annual meetings to promote studies in vase painting, 
which led to the edited volume The Consumer’s Choice (co-edited with Carpenter and Langridge-Noti). 

In terms of administrative experience, I have served for about five years as Vice-President of the 
Minnesota Chapter of the AIA and served sixteen years as a department chair.  For the last four years I 
have been an Associate Dean, responsible for graduate programs, budgets, study abroad, grants, and other 
areas. 

Thomas Tartaron  
Position: Associate Professor, Department of Classical Studies, University of Pennsylvania 

I am an archaeologist and academic with a Ph.D. in Archaeology from Boston University (1996). I have 
worked as a postdoctoral associate and lecturer in the Center for Archaeological Materials at MIT (1996–
2000); assistant professor in Anthropology at Yale (2000–2006); and assistant and associate professor in 
Classical Studies at Penn (2006–present). I was awarded tenure at Penn in 2012. I am chair of the Art and 
Archaeology of the Mediterranean World (AAMW) graduate program at Penn since 2013. I am best 
described as an Aegean prehistorian, but with broad interests across time periods and disciplinary 
approaches. 



 

My research qualifications include 30 years of continuous field research in Greece, Cyprus, Iraq, and the 
United States. I have particular expertise in landscape-scale archaeology, developing innovative 
applications of surface archaeology at the micro-regional scale (e.g., Eastern Korinthia Archaeological 
Survey, Saronic Harbors Archaeological Research Project; Molyvoti, Thrace Archaeological Project). I 
have excavated in Greece (Macedonia), Iraq, and Cyprus (Yeronisos), and also directed excavations in 
Connecticut (Henry Whitfield State Museum, Guilford). I currently have an oral history project among 
traditional fishing communities in Greece, Cyprus, and India, as an ethnoarchaeological component to my 
research on coastal people of antiquity. I have considerable experience in scientific approaches in 
archaeology, including ceramic petrography (I set up petrography labs at Yale and Penn and trained 
numerous students), geoarchaeology, and geophysics. 

I have published two monographs to date, including Maritime Networks in the Mycenaean World 
(Cambridge, 2013), winner of the 2016 James R. Wiseman Book Award from the AIA. My many other 
publications have reported on field projects, developed methods, applied theoretical models, and 
synthesized big-picture topics, such as the state of Greek Bronze Age archaeology. Much of my recent 
work has centered on maritime network analysis, particularly at local and micro-regional scales. I have 
much editorial experience, and have recently served as guest editor for several archaeological books and 
monographs. 

My committee work allows me to assess applications and nominations for fellowships and awards. I have 
served on the AIA’s Program for the Annual Meeting Committee (12 years) and 

the Archaeology in Higher Education Committee (6 years), as well as the Wiener Lab Committee of the 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens (7 years). Each year, I organize and oversee the 
admissions process for AAMW. 

My approach to archaeology and pedagogy draws upon a broad background in classical studies, 
anthropology, and materials science. I think I can best serve the AIA as VP for Research and Academic 
Affairs by leveraging my experience to focus on: (1) broadening awareness of, and the field of applicants 
for, fellowships and other opportunities; (2) getting ahead of the massive changes underway in the 
delivery of knowledge, e.g., I am developing with colleagues online courses at Penn using new digital 
tools; (3) promoting opportunities for the use of new technologies in fieldwork and analysis; and (4) 
strengthening the AIA’s stance on ethical behavior, especially in the field. 

Vice President for Societies           Two-year term (2019-2021) 
One candidate for one position: Connie Rodriguez 
 
Connie Rodriguez  
Position: Distinguished Professor Emerita of Classical Studies at Loyola University New Orleans 

Dr. Rodriguez received her B.A. in Classical Studies from the University of Richmond (VA) and M.A. 
and Ph.D. from The Johns Hopkins University.  She recently retired after 30 years on faculty at Loyola 
University New Orleans, where she taught Latin, Greek, ancient history, archaeology (Greek, Roman and 
Egyptian) and a variety of other Classical Studies courses.  



 

She has been a member of the AIA since 1982 (Baltimore Society).  She joined the New Orleans Society 
in 1988, first serving as secretary/treasurer until 2000 when she became President, a position that she still 
holds.  She has helped host 3 national meetings in New Orleans (1992, 2003, 2015).  She served on the 
Archaeology Magazine Committee (2003-06) and was a Society Lecturer (2010-2012).  She received the 
AIA Foot Soldier Award (2014) and the Joukowsky Distinguished Service Award (2015). She is currently 
serving on the AIA Societies Committee (2016-2019), and the Joukowsky Distinguished Service Award, 
Society Awards and Society Outreach Grants Subcommittees (2015-18). Beyond the AIA, she served on 
the board of the Louisiana Landmarks Society for 4 years and as president of the organization during the 
traumatic years following Hurricane Katrina.  Currently, she is a board member for the New Orleans 
Caledonian Society and the Clan Urquhart Foundation.  She holds memberships in the Scottish Castles 
Association and Historic Environment Scotland.   

Dr. Rodriguez spent four seasons on different excavations in Cyprus.  In addition, she has a wide range of 
research interests:  the poetic reception of Augustus' monuments in Rome, dress parade footwear of 
Roman imperial loricati portraits, the classical tradition found in the science fiction series Babylon 5, 
Bartholemy Lafon and early 19th century New Orleans topography. Most recently, she has shifted from 
the ancient world to medieval Scottish architecture and archaeology, and is currently Director of 
Excavations for the Castle Craig Project on Black Isle in Scotland.   

As the president of a small society, she has first hand understanding of the challenges facing smaller 
societies in 1.) recruiting (under her leadership the New Orleans Society has grown from around 30 
members to nearly 45), 2.) programming (she has cultivated a network of local academic and professional 
archaeologists who give lectures augmenting the national speakers), and 3.) budgeting (she has 
established a small endowment through her department to help defray costs associated with hosting 
speakers).  

The AIA Societies Committee has made great strides addressing issues facing all societies under the 
leadership of the current Vice President Ann Santon.  And Dr. Rodriguez hopes to build on that 
momentum by using her experiences as a society officer and advocating for healthy, sustainable futures, 
not only for smaller societies but for all.   She looks forward to working with local societies, the AIA 
Board and the AIA staff in Boston to continue strengthening our societies. 

Treasurer           Three-year term (2019-2022) 
One candidate for one position: David Seigle 
 
David Seigle  
Position: Retired 

I’ve been asked to provide biographical information in a way that answers the question: “How do I think I 
can best serve the AIA as Treasurer?” This statement is intended to do so while providing relevant 
background. 

Since 1967 when friends and I created my first start-up, a software company that spun off from the 
University of Michigan to market data base management and statistical analytics systems to business I’ve 
been involved in managing various aspects of technology firms. This includes software development 



 

management (1967 to 1978), marketing management (1978 to 1982), international sales and support 
management (1982 to 1991) and finally general management (presidential positions) until 2009.  

It was as senior vice president of FileNet Corporation in the 1980’s, managing international operations, 
that I first became interested in archaeology and what it could tell about the prehistories of the people I 
met. My job was ideal for this; whenever I passed through London, I went to the British Museum’s 
bookstore to buy books in my current interest area. (It’s no longer as good for this as it was then.) 

Afterward I took positions as president of smaller technology companies that needed new direction.   

One was in the performing arts field where we developed the first cloud-based ticketing system; it was 
later bought by a larger firm. Another was a 3-D film post production firm that supported special effects 
creation for Hollywood and was bought by an Indian film corporation. 

And, of course, for the last dozen years I have been an AIA trustee and a local AIA Society board 
member as well as program chairman. I have also been on the boards of six private and public companies 
and several non-profit boards. 

Notice that so far I have not mentioned “finance”. What I often saw as a CEO and as a board member 
were board colleagues lost in the reported numbers. What is so clear to the finance staff, CPAs, auditors 
and the IRS was often opaque to many board members who, after all, are invited onto a board for their 
specialized skills and experience, skills usually not in accounting. 

I learned as a board member (I was treasurer, then chairman of the Board of the Orange County 
Community Foundation, for example) and as a president that a primary job of a treasurer is to translate 
the reported numbers into a narrative and appropriate charts that are meaningful to board members who, 
after all, have a fiduciary responsibility to understand them and make decisions based on them. So, 
although not an accountant, I’ve had to master the numbers to ensure they were reported intelligibly. 

I hope to do the same for the AIA. 

 
 
 
GENERAL TRUSTEES  
 
General Trustee  Three-year term (2019–2022) 
One candidate for one position: Jeanne McKenzie Bailey 
 
Jeanne McKenzie Bailey  
Position: Retired 
 
My qualifications to serve the AIA as a General Trustee are not bound by higher degrees in Archeology 
or History, but in an avid and keen interest in the subject of Ancient Civilizations, mostly of the Near 
East. 
 



 

After spending many years in Denver and Vail, Colorado, and after serving as President and Board 
Member of many not-for-profit community organizations, I moved to Los Angeles in 2001 to attend 
UCLA in the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures. Although I took many, many classes 
over a 4 year period, I did not pursue a degree but found my desire to learn never waning.  
 
In addition to classwork, I have traveled extensively to these areas with the AIA and UCLA.  
 
Presently, I am a member of ARCE, ASOR, AIA (National and Local), the UCLA Chancellor’s 
Associates and the Cotsen’s Director’s Council. 
 
My previous educational history is as follows:  
 
1966  University of Denver, BA in English, Philosophy, Education 
1969-1971 University of Denver, Graduate work in English Literature 
2001-2005 UCLA, Graduate work in NELC 
 
General Trustee  Three-year term (2019–2022) 
One candidate for one position: Larry Cripe 
 
Larry Cripe 
Position: Retired 
 
I am a retired business professional specialized in Information Technology, Accounting, Finance, 
Strategic Planning after receiving my degree in Business Administration from California State University 
at Fullerton. Since retiring I’ve been involved with various non-profits, the most recent serving as Board 
Chair of the Chance Theater in Anaheim Hills. 
 
My interest in archaeology began in 1996 when our cruise ship hit a reef going through the straights of 
Aqaba and my wife, Sophie, and I spent an unplanned week in Cairo and another in Rome. More 
questions about the past were left unanswered which began many years of lectures, seminars and studies. 
One eventually led to working two seasons on a dig in northern Israel (O’rit). 
My other interests include travel, theater and real football (soccer). 
 
General Trustee  Three-year term (2019–2022) 
One candidate for one position: Laura Rich 
 
Laura Rich 
Position: VP of Outreach and Development, Stanford Society 
 
I would like to be a supportive voice for K-12 education and governance on the AIA Board. I served four 
terms as an elected school board member of a K-8 district in the Silicon Valley, with a particular focus on 
communications with our local constituency and parent body, as well as education/administrative policy, 
both developing and advocating at a local, state and national level. I was a Board member for 4 years for 
the California School Boards Association (CSBA) whose primary focus is on supporting its 5,000 
member boards, training those members in governance skills and advocating for education; very similar 
to the AIA Board’s work. 



 

 
I have had a strong commitment to life-long learning and have applied that for the last five years in the 
area of Ancient History and Archaeology. My passion has led me to volunteer in Caere, Italy (3 seasons); 
Binchester (3 seasons) and Vindolanda (2 seasons) in England; and the Alps (2 seasons)) as well as a 
conservation project in Bulgaria. I have been the VP of Outreach and Development for the Stanford AIA 
Society for three years and enjoy the interaction with our members and lecturers.  
 
As someone who has lived the AIA’s mission to Excavate, Educate, Advocate, I would like to apply my 
experience and enthusiasm to the AIA Board’s efforts to support our member societies, lobby for our 
fragile archaeological heritage and inspire the world, both young and old, to have a passion for our past. 
 
General Trustee  Three-year term (2019–2022) 
One candidate for one position: David Boochever 
 
David Boochever  
Position: President, Computer Technology Support, Inc. 
 
Since graduating from college (Cornell, Math), I have worked in information technology, running my 
own company for the last 30 years. I am also involved with community organizations in and around 
Manhattan Beach, California, where I live, and have learned to appreciate the different strengths and 
challenges of organizations with a significant volunteer component. 
 
As a General Trustee, I currently serve as a co-chair of the Development Committee and have chaired the 
Archaeology Magazine Committee since 2011. The success of Archaeology Magazine, even in a difficult 
market, is a tribute to its talented staff and management and shows that there is strong interest in 
archaeology among the general public. The AIA should be the natural destination for interested laypeople 
seeking up-to-date knowledge about the past and about how this knowledge is obtained. I will continue to 
encourage the AIA to leverage existing information assets, in particular the Archaeology Magazine 
archive, with the goal of increasing the value of membership to interested nonprofessionals and thereby 
growing the membership and financial support of the AIA. 
 
General Trustee  Three-year term (2019–2022) 
One candidate for one position: Barbara Meyer 
 
Barbara Meyer 
Position: Retired, Former High School Teacher; Consensus Planning Group Founding Partner 
 
My involvement on the AIA board in recent years, along with my community and professional work, give 
me a perspective and the experience suited to be of service to the Nominating Committee of the 
Archaeological Institute of America 

 
AIA Governing Board – General Trustee 

• ARCHAEOLOGY Magazine Committee 
• AIA Tours Committee 
• Membership Task Force 

Education: 
• University of Pittsburgh, BA History & English  
• Columbia University, Masters in History incomplete 



 

• UCLA - Counseling Certificate 
• UCLA - Landscape Architecture Degree 
• Coro Foundation Fellow - Women's Program in Public Policy 

 
Work:    

• CONSENSUS PLANNING GROUP - Founding Partner and CEO (retired) Los Angeles 
Providing public, government and private facilitation, instruction and training in consensus 
building. 

• UCLA - Instructor, group counseling for women 
• High School Teacher, government, humanities, English 
• Private Practice – Garden Design and Restoration 

 
Volunteer:   

• Current Board of Directors, Seacology - Development Committee, Sri Lanka Committee 
• Little Free Library 
• Archaeology docent- Skirball Cultural Center 

 
Travel:  

• Extensive travel including AIA trips with focus on with archeology and archo-astronomy and 
environmental change and preservation.   

• Numerous UCLA trips throughout Meso America.  
• Seacology – Approximately two trips per year to visit our island projects 

 
 
 
ACADEMIC TRUSTEES         
 
Academic Trustee  Three-year term (2019–2022) 
Two candidates for one position: Andrea De Giorgi; Kim Shelton 
 
Andrea De Giorgi  
Position: Associate Professor of Classics, Florida State University 
 
Andrea U. De Giorgi is associate professor of Classics at the Florida State University. He specializes in 
Roman urbanism from the Republic to the Late Empire, particularly on the Italian peninsula and the 
eastern provinces. He has directed excavations in Italy, field surveys in Turkey, and has participated in 
various projects in Syria, Georgia, and UAE. Since 2013 he co-directs the new Cosa Excavations and 
studies the 1930s Antioch collections at the Princeton University Art Museum. He is the author of 
Ancient Antioch: from the Seleucid Era to the Islamic Conquest (Cambridge University Press, 2016), 
Antioch: a History (Routledge, forthcoming in 2019) co-written with A. Eger, and editor of Cosa and the 
Colonial Landscape of Republican Italy (University of Michigan Press, forthcoming in 2019). De 
Giorgi’s research has been recognized by the Loeb Foundation, Thyssen Stiftung, Kress Foundation, 
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschiendst, the Whiting Foundation, and the Baker Nord Center for the 
Humanities, among others. He believes in the importance of making archaeology relevant and accessible 
to as much of society as possible, and to this end he has contributed to outreach programs in northern 
Florida and DC area. He is a successful fundraiser and has secured the commitment of major financial 
groups to the Cosa Excavations. Mapping out plans for site presentation, foreseeing where opportunities 
will be greatest, and building on local, existing strengths have enabled him to build partnerships with 
various Soprintendenze, the Polo Museale della Toscana, and Italian fondazioni. He is an active member 



 

of the AIA Tallahassee Society and is now keen on offering his experience and service as academic 
trustee. 
 
Kim Shelton  
Position: Director, Nemea Center for Classical Archaeology, Associate Professor of Classics and the 
Graduate Group in Ancient History and Mediterranean Archaeology, University of California, Berkeley 
 
Kim Shelton is Director of the Nemea Center for Classical Archaeology, UC Berkeley. Her research is 
focused on Greece, where she directs the excavations at the Sanctuary of Zeus, Ancient Nemea 
(UCB/ASCSA), and the Petsas House excavations at Mycenae (Archaeological Society of Athens). At the 
request of the Korinthian Ephorate of Antiquities, she co-directs the TAPHOS project (Tombs of Aidonia 
Preservation, Heritage, explOration Synergasia), which received the AIA Site Preservation Grant. Over 
thirty years, she has significant experience working with various stakeholders in Greece including the 
Ministry of Culture, the ASCSA, and other foreign schools. She has published widely on her projects and 
on pottery and socio-political themes of the Mycenaean civilization. She has a long-standing commitment 
to training students, each year teaching an undergraduate Field School to gain comprehensive hands-on 
experience in field techniques, museum conservation, and heritage management. 
 
Kim has been an active member of the AIA for thirty years in three different societies (Central Texas, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco), and is now a life member and president of her local society. She has 
attended the annual meeting every year over the last two decades, has served on several national 
committees (currently Fellowships), and has been a national lecturer for many years, most recently the 
Joukowsky Lecturer in 2016-2017. This varied and extensive experience with archaeological fieldwork 
and the AIA gives broad opportunity to serve as a Trustee from a well-informed perspective on different 
facets of the organization, and particularly how the AIA can help professionals, academics, and students. 
 
Academic Trustee  Three-year term (2019–2022) 
One candidate for one position: Thomas Levy 
 
Thomas Levy  
Position: Distinguished Professor, Archeology of Ancient Israel and Neighboring Lands, University of 
California, San Diego 
 
Thomas Evan Levy is Distinguished Professor and holds the Norma Kershaw Chair in the Archaeology of 
Ancient Israel and Neighboring Lands at the University of California, San Diego.  He is a member of the 
Department of Anthropology and Jewish Studies Program, and is director of the Center for Cyber-
archaeology and Sustainability at the Qualcomm Institute, California Center of Telecommunications and 
Information Technology (Calit2) at UC San Diego and was recently appointed co-director of the new 
Scripps Center for Marine Archaeology at UC San Diego.  Elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, Levy is a Levantine field archaeologist with interests in the role of technology, especially early 
mining and metallurgy, on social evolution from the beginnings of sendentism and the domestication of 
plants and animals in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic period (ca. 7500 BCE) to the rise of the first historic 
Levantine state level societies in the Iron Age (ca. 1200 – 500 BCE).  A Fellow of the Explorers Club, 
Levy won the 2011 Lowell Thomas Award for “Exploring the World’s Greatest Mysteries.”  Levy has 
been the principal investigator of many interdisciplinary archaeological field projects in Israel and Jordan 
that have been funded by the National Geographic Society, the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
National Science Foundation, and other organizations.  Tom also conducts ethnoarchaeological research 
in India.  Levy, his wife Alina Levy (who is here today) and the Sthapathy traditional craftsmen from the 
village of Swamimalai co-authored the book Masters of Fire - Hereditary Bronze Casters of South India. 
Tom has published 16 books and several hundred scholarly articles in high impact journals, conference 
proceedings and more.   Levy and his colleague Mohammad Najjar won Biblical Archaeology Review’s 



 

‘Best BAR Article’ for “Condemned to the Mines: Copper Production & Christian Persecution.”  His 
most recent books are published with Springer academic press and include Israel's Exodus in 
Transdisciplinary Perspective – Text, Archaeology, Culture, and Geoscience (2015), Heritage and 
Archaeology in the Digital Age: Acquisition, Curation, and Dissemination of Spatial Cultural Heritage 
Data (2017), and Cyber-Archaeology and Grand Narratives: Digital Technology and Deep-Time 
Perspectives on Culture Change in the Middle East (2018).  Tom was Co-PI on the 5-year NSF IGEERT 
$3.2 million grant entitled “ Training, Research and Education in Engineering for Cultural Heritage 
Diagnostics (TEECH). Prof. Levy also served as PI for the 2-year University of California Office of the 
President Catalyst grant ($1.07 million) from 2016 – 2018 that focused on At-Risk World Heritage and 
the Digital Humanities.   Prof. Levy recently completed a 3-year term as Chair of the Committee on 
Archaeological Policy (CAP) of the American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR), is a fellow of the 
European Academy of Sciences and an adjunct professor at the University of Cyprus. After spending 40 
years of research in the deserts of the Middle East, he is now engaged in Marine Archaeology research.  
In 2016 Tom was the PI of the Kastrouli – Antikyra Bay, Greece Mycenaean Land and Sea Project in 
Greece with the University of the Aegean.  This involved a terrestrial excavation of a Late Bronze Age 
prestige tomb, scuba diving and sub-surface coring of marine sediments to investigate the collapse of 
Mycenaean civilization around 1200 BC.  In April of 2018, Professor Levy was awarded the prestigious 
doctor of philosophical sciences, honors causa at Charles University in the Czech Republic for his 
innovative scholarship in social archaeology, ethnoarchaeology, and cyber-archaeology.  Levy strongly 
believes the AIA should play a leading role in promoting transdisciplinary (team science) archaeological 
research on the world scene. 
 
 
 
SOCIETY TRUSTEES         
 
Society Trustee  Three-year term (2019–2022) 
Two candidates for one position: Joost Blom; Thomas Sienkewic 
 
Joost Blom  
Position: Professor Emeritus, Peter A. Allard School of Law, University of British Columbia 
 
I studied Law (BA, LLB University of BC, BCL Oxford, LLM Harvard) and my career has been in Law 
teaching. I was on the UBC Law Faculty (now the Peter A. Allard School of Law) in Vancouver, Canada, 
1972-2017, serving as Associate Dean 1982-85 and Dean 1997-2003. My teaching and research areas 
have been Contracts, Torts, Private International Law, and Intellectual Property. Since my retirement in 
2017 I have continued to teach part-time. In addition to my university administrative experience I have 
served on a several boards, including as an elected Bencher (director) of the Law Society of British 
Columbia (the regulatory body for the profession in the province) 2004-11, and as Chair of the Board of 
Trustees of the UBC Faculty Pension Plan 2004-date. 
 
I have been a member of the Vancouver Society of the AIA for about 30 years, and I have been President 
of our Society since 2009. Our membership has lately been in the 80-100 range. We have a tradition of 
choosing a non-professional member to chair the Society, because we believe it encourages other non-
professionals to feel welcome as members. The integration of professional and non-professional members 
is, I think, one of the AIA’s great strengths, both in terms of the internal dynamics of the organization and 
in terms of its external relationships.  Fostering that integration through our Societies would be one of my 
main objectives if I were to be elected as a Society Trustee. 
 
 



 

Thomas Sienkewicz  
Position: Minnie Billings Capron Professor of Classics Emeritus, Monmouth College 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Classical Assn. of the Middle West and South (CAMWS) 
 
While not a practicing archaeologist, I have always considered archaeology an integral part of Classical 
studies. As a doctoral student at Johns Hopkins in the 1970s, I studied with Prof. John Vicars Young who 
directed me in a project on Greek bronzes in the Louvre. When I started teaching at Monmouth College, I 
immediately began organizing archaeology lectures and founded the Western Illinois Society. I have been 
the program coordinator for this society since 1984 and have often served as society president. In addition 
to welcoming national lecturers, I have arranged for a number of additional lectures every year. A list of 
these lectures is posted on the society website (https://department.monm.edu/classics/aia/), which I 
maintain. I regularly attend the national meeting, where I am often a society delegate and attend the 
society breakfast meetings. I am dedicated to promoting the AIA Lecture Program in western Illinois and 
to encouraging students, especially undergraduates, to pursue archaeological study. I helped Monmouth 
College create an archaeology lab for its collection of North American artifacts and have assisted in the 
hiring of archaeologists to maintain this lab. As CAMWS Secretary-Treasurer I was instrumental in 
establishing the CAMWS Excavation/Fieldwork Award designed especially for students and teachers 
who have not yet had fieldwork experience. As a Trustee I would focus on: supporting local societies; 
promoting efforts to make archaeology more attractive to culturally-diverse communities and students; 
addressing the needs of contingent and independent archaeologists; and providing more fieldwork 
opportunities for undergraduates. 
 
Society Trustee  Three-year term (2019–2022) 
One candidate for one position: Arthur Casssanos 
 
Arthur Casssanos  
Position: AIA Society Trustee; Program Chair, AIA Richmond Society 
 
I have been a member of the AIA for over 20 years, and a board member of the Richmond Society for the 
past 22 years, serving as President, Vice-President, Publicity Chair, and currently as Program Chair. In 
2010, I organized a symposium in honor of the centennial of Gertrude Howland, the AIA’s first Society 
Trustee. I am currently a member of the AIA’s Societies Committee, and a have been a Society Trustee of 
the AIA for the last three years and Chair of the Society Awards Subcommittee. I am also a member of 
the Virginia State Bar.  
 
I have volunteered on an excavation at the Roman fort in Sanisera, Menorca, Spain, and served on the 
oarcrew of the Trireme replica H.N. Olympias in her 1992 and 1993 sea trials. I am a member of the 
Trireme Trust, USA, on whose behalf I negotiated with the Hellenic Navy for potential sea trials.  
 
A common concern among Society Representatives is the dearth of younger adults, below age 50, in our 
membership. As Trustee, I would work to help create outreach programs targeting this vital demographic, 
reaching to them on social media, and pursuing adding “members only” content to the website.  
 
Having held most of the executive positions in our local society, I understand the challenges facing local 
societies, and would be honored to serve another term as Society Trustee. 
 
 
 
 



 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
One-year terms (2019–2020) 
 
Nominating Committee Chair  One-year term (2019-2020) 
Two candidates for one position: Carla Antonaccio; Thomas Levy 
 
Carla Antonaccio 
Position: Professor emerita, Classical Studies and Art, Art History and Visual Studies, Duke University 
(as of 7/1/18) 
 
I am a classical archaeologist trained at Wellesley, Princeton, and the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens. My professional expertise is in Iron Age and Archaic Mediterranean societies. My 
training included excavation in Greece (Athenian Agora, Halieis) Cyprus (Polis Chrysochous) and Sicily 
(Morgantina). Since 1990 I have been co-director of the American Excavations at Morgantina and am 
responsible for the study and publication of the Archaic phase of the site. I am the author of dozens of 
articles and chapters, a monograph, and co-editor of three volumes. 
 
I have been a member of the AIA since 1983. I have published in the AJA (and served on its advisory 
board, and reviewed scores of articles for the journal). I have given talks at the annual meeting, and 
chaired and responded to many sessions. In addition, I have served the Institute as president of the local 
society (Triangle, North Carolina), spoken at numerous local societies, led AIA tours, and served as both 
Academic Trustee (two terms) and was the first incumbent of the position of Vice President for Research 
and Academic Affairs. Among others, I have chaired the Gold Medal Committee, and most recently 
served on the Governance Committee. I feel I have a wealth of experience to bring to the Nominating 
Committee, which is one of the most crucial of all. With my colleagues on the committee, I will strive to 
identify and put forward diverse and well-qualified individuals to do the work of the Institute in these 
challenging times. 
 
Thomas Levy  
Position: Distinguished Professor, Archeology of Ancient Israel and Neighboring Lands, University of 
California, San Diego 
 
Thomas Evan Levy is Distinguished Professor and holds the Norma Kershaw Chair in the Archaeology of 
Ancient Israel and Neighboring Lands at the University of California, San Diego.  He is a member of the 
Department of Anthropology and Jewish Studies Program, and is director of the Center for Cyber-
archaeology and Sustainability at the Qualcomm Institute, California Center of Telecommunications and 
Information Technology (Calit2) at UC San Diego and was recently appointed co-director of the new 
Scripps Center for Marine Archaeology at UC San Diego.  Elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, Levy is a Levantine field archaeologist with interests in the role of technology, especially early 
mining and metallurgy, on social evolution from the beginnings of sendentism and the domestication of 
plants and animals in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic period (ca. 7500 BCE) to the rise of the first historic 
Levantine state level societies in the Iron Age (ca. 1200 – 500 BCE).  A Fellow of the Explorers Club, 
Levy won the 2011 Lowell Thomas Award for “Exploring the World’s Greatest Mysteries.”  Levy has 
been the principal investigator of many interdisciplinary archaeological field projects in Israel and Jordan 
that have been funded by the National Geographic Society, the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
National Science Foundation, and other organizations.  Tom also conducts ethnoarchaeological research 
in India.  Levy, his wife Alina Levy (who is here today) and the Sthapathy traditional craftsmen from the 
village of Swamimalai co-authored the book Masters of Fire - Hereditary Bronze Casters of South India. 
Tom has published 16 books and several hundred scholarly articles in high impact journals, conference 
proceedings and more.   Levy and his colleague Mohammad Najjar won Biblical Archaeology Review’s 
‘Best BAR Article’ for “Condemned to the Mines: Copper Production & Christian Persecution.”  His 



 

most recent books are published with Springer academic press and include Israel's Exodus in 
Transdisciplinary Perspective – Text, Archaeology, Culture, and Geoscience (2015), Heritage and 
Archaeology in the Digital Age: Acquisition, Curation, and Dissemination of Spatial Cultural Heritage 
Data (2017), and Cyber-Archaeology and Grand Narratives: Digital Technology and Deep-Time 
Perspectives on Culture Change in the Middle East (2018).  Tom was Co-PI on the 5-year NSF IGEERT 
$3.2 million grant entitled “ Training, Research and Education in Engineering for Cultural Heritage 
Diagnostics (TEECH). Prof. Levy also served as PI for the 2-year University of California Office of the 
President Catalyst grant ($1.07 million) from 2016 – 2018 that focused on At-Risk World Heritage and 
the Digital Humanities.   Prof. Levy recently completed a 3-year term as Chair of the Committee on 
Archaeological Policy (CAP) of the American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR), is a fellow of the 
European Academy of Sciences and an adjunct professor at the University of Cyprus. After spending 40 
years of research in the deserts of the Middle East, he is now engaged in Marine Archaeology research.  
In 2016 Tom was the PI of the Kastrouli – Antikyra Bay, Greece Mycenaean Land and Sea Project in 
Greece with the University of the Aegean.  This involved a terrestrial excavation of a Late Bronze Age 
prestige tomb, scuba diving and sub-surface coring of marine sediments to investigate the collapse of 
Mycenaean civilization around 1200 BC.  In April of 2018, Professor Levy was awarded the prestigious 
doctor of philosophical sciences, honors causa at Charles University in the Czech Republic for his 
innovative scholarship in social archaeology, ethnoarchaeology, and cyber-archaeology.  Levy strongly 
believes the AIA should play a leading role in promoting transdisciplinary (team science) archaeological 
research on the world scene. 
 
Nominating Committee Member One-year term (2019-2020) 
Two candidates for one position: Robert Littman; Thomas Morton 
 
Robert Littman 
Position: Professor of Classics, University of Hawaii at Manoa; Director, Tell Timai Excavation (Egypt); 
President, AIA Hawaii Local Society 
 
I have been active in AIA for many decades.  I founded the Hawaii Chapter of AIA in 1996 and have 
been president ever since.  I served as a Trustee of the AIA 2010-2015 and in 2018  I was awarded the 
Martha and Artemis Joukowsky Distinguished Service Award by the AIA.   I also have administrative 
experience both as a dig director, and as Chair of Classis at UHM from 2012-2018.   

I have excavated in Egypt for the past 20 years, and since 2007 have been the director of the Tell Timai 
Excavation in the Nile Delta.  Our excavations have thrown new light on Greco-Roman Egypt and our 
work was featured as the cover story of Archaeology Magazine December 2017. 

I hold an M.Litt in Literae Humaniores from Oxford University and a PhD in Classics from Columbia 
University.  In 1977  I was a visiting fellow  at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton.    I have 
published extensively in Greek history, biblical studies and archaeology (6 books and 40+ articles).  My 
most recent work (co-authored) is The Terracotta Figurines from Tell Timai:  2009-2013. 

I also have an extensive background in finance and charitable fundraising. 

Should I be elected to the Nominating Committee it is my intent to seek out candidates for Trustees and 
offices who will provide dynamic leadership for the AIA, both financial and academic.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

Thomas Morton 
Position: Lecturer, Department of History of Art and Architecture, University of 
Pittsburgh 
 
Trained as an art and architectural historian as well as field archaeologist, Tom teaches in the 
Architectural Studies Program in the Department of History of Art and Architecture at the 
University of Pittsburgh. His fieldwork, research, lectures, and publications tend to focus on 
ancient Roman architecture and urbanism in North Africa. For example, he was a member of the 
Jerba Archaeological Project and contributed essays to the final publication, An Island Through 
Time, Jerba Studies I: the Punic and Roman Periods (JRA Supplementary Series, no. 72). 
From 2011 to 2015, he served two terms as the national Vice-President for Societies of the AIA. 
Principally, he oversaw 100+ local archaeological societies across North America and represented 
their concerns on the AIA’s Governing Board and Executive Committee. In addition, he served 
on 10-12 committees and task forces within the AIA. Tom’s work for the AIA continues to this 
day; he is on a national task force that is examining the future of archaeology and classics in 
higher education. In conjunction with his national service to the AIA has been his service to the 
local AIA societies wherever Tom has lived. He served five terms as president of the Central 
Arizona Society of the AIA; he served two terms on the Board of Directors of the Philadelphia 
Society; and he is currently on the Board of Directors of the Pittsburgh Society. Tom is a life 
member of the AIA. 
 
Nominating Committee Member One-year term (2019-2020) 
Two candidates for one position: Barbara Meyer; Maria Vecchiotti 
 
Barbara Meyer 
Position: Retired, Former High School Teacher; Consensus Planning Group Founding Partner 
 
My involvement on the AIA board in recent years, along with my community and professional work, give 
me a perspective and the experience suited to be of service to the Nominating Committee of the 
Archaeological Institute of America 

 
AIA Governing Board – General Trustee 

• ARCHAEOLOGY Magazine Committee 
• AIA Tours Committee 
• Membership Task Force 

Education: 
• University of Pittsburgh, BA History & English  
• Columbia University, Masters in History incomplete 
• UCLA - Counseling Certificate 
• UCLA - Landscape Architecture Degree 
• Coro Foundation Fellow - Women's Program in Public Policy 

 
Work:    

• CONSENSUS PLANNING GROUP - Founding Partner and CEO (retired) Los Angeles 
Providing public, government and private facilitation, instruction and training in consensus 
building. 

• UCLA - Instructor, group counseling for women 
• High School Teacher, government, humanities, English 
• Private Practice – Garden Design and Restoration 

 



 

Volunteer:   
• Current Board of Directors, Seacology - Development Committee, Sri Lanka Committee 
• Little Free Library 
• Archaeology docent- Skirball Cultural Center 

 
Travel:  

• Extensive travel including AIA trips with focus on with archeology and archo-astronomy and 
environmental change and preservation.   

• Numerous UCLA trips throughout Meso America.  
• Seacology – Approximately two trips per year to visit our island projects 

 
Maria Vecchiotti 
Position: Co-Chair of Development Committee, Board of Directors of The Future Project and The 
Children’s Storefront 
 
Maria Vecchiotti graduated summa cum laude with a degree in Economics from Fordham University and 
was a member of Phi Beta Kappa. After earning her J.D. from Fordham University School of Law, she 
held various positions as a real estate attorney. She was an active participant in several capacities at her 
children’s schools, including: serving as Executive Vice President of Committees; Co-Chair of the 300th 
Anniversary Gala; and as a member of the Boston University College of Arts and Sciences Dean’s 
Leadership Advisory Board.  
 
Presently, she serves on the Board of Directors of The Future Project and The Children’s Storefront, 
where she Co-Chairs the Development Committee. Her past board experience includes Girls’ Learn 
International and the Goddard Riverside Community Center, where she Co-Chaired the Development 
Committee.  
 
Ms. Vecchiotti has had a lifelong interest in history and archaeology. Other interests include: skiing, 
scuba diving, and rock climbing. She is a member of the Cosmopolitan Club (NY).  
 
Nominating Committee Member One-year term (2019-2020) 
One candidate for one position: James Jansson  
 
James R. Jansson 
Position: Society Trustee, AIA Governing Board, Executive Committee Member; Finance Committee 
Member; Societies Committee Member; Chair, Society Outreach Grant Program Subcommittee; 
Founding Director, Foundation for Calabrian Archaeology; Honorary President and Board Member of 
the AIA Denver Society  
 
I am married to Ann Jansson with two grown children and one 12 year old Shih-poo. I am a resident of 
Parker, Colorado, and have lived there for 33 years. I graduated from the University of New Mexico in 
1967 and am a 1981 graduate of the College for Financial Planning. I served 5 years in the United States 
Navy as an Intelligence Officer, and have 47 years’ experience in the securities industry. I am a past 
branch manager, department head, and general partner of a New York Stock Exchange Firm. Currently, I 
am a senior vice president and financial consultant of RBC (Royal Bank of Canada) Wealth Management, 
Inc. 
 
I have served in many leadership positions where I was responsible for recruiting and hiring individuals 
with whom I would work.  The last four years serving as a Society Trustee have given me excellent 



 

insight into how the AIA functions and what types of people would best help us fulfill our goals at the 
national level. 
 
Publication: “A Greek battlefield in southern Italy: new light on the ancient Sagra” Paolo Visona and 
James R. Jansson, October 2017 volume of the Journal of Greek Archaeology, Cambridge, UK 
 
 
Nominating Committee Member One-year term (2019-2020) 
One candidate for one position: Charlie Steinmetz 
 
Charles Steinmetz 
Position: President of the Steinmetz Foundation 
 
Charles W Steinmetz is a real estate investor. Previously he worked for the family company, Tiernay 
Metals until he sold the Company to Transtar Metals in 1999. Tiernay was the largest distributor of 
aircraft quality aluminum extrusions in the world. The Company is now owned by Castle Metals.  
 
Mr. Steinmetz is also President of the Steinmetz Foundation that makes grants to literacy and curiosity 
building educational non-profits in Southern California.  
 
Mr. Steinmetz holds a Bachelor of Science in Commerce degree from the University of Santa Clara and a 
Masters in Business Administration from the Anderson School at UCLA. He is married with three 
daughters and lives in Manhattan Beach, CA. 
 
Current non-profit Boards: 
Board of Governors of the Archaeological Institute of America 
Board Member - Institute of Nautical Archaeology (INA), Texas A&M University 
Board Member - Los Angeles Catholic Education Foundation 
Board Member Ocean Institute, Dana Point 
Board Member - Pius Matthias High School, Downey, CA 
Board Member - UCLA Anderson Alumni Association 
Board Member - PBS SoCal 
 
Past Service on non-profit Boards: 
Board Member and Past Board President of St Lawrence Brindisi Elementary in Watts area of Los 
Angeles 
Board Member - Santa Clara University Leadership Council for the School of Letters and Science. 
 
Memberships: 
Getty Villa Council 
Directors Council of the Cotsen Institute of Archaeology at UCLA 
Manhattan Beach Rotary Club 
Southern California Grantmakers 
 
Awards: 
Manhattan Beach Rotary - Rotarian of the Year 2006-2007 
Santa Clara University Ignatian Award 2008 
UCLA Anderson 100 Most inspirational Alumni 


