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During July 2018, the 6th Vada Volaterrana field school has taken place at the Roman harbour
settlement of San Gaetano di Vada, South of Livorno (coastal Tuscany). During a span of three weeks,
the participants were taught the very nature of a job in Archaeology, taking part in the excavation
of the Roman harbour quarter and attending lessons of anthropologists, physicists, geo-
archaeologists, and...drone-drivers!
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During the Roman imperial age, the site was part of
a wider harbour system called Vada Volaterrana,
which belonged to the city of Volterra, more than 40
km far from the sea.
San Gaetano harbor quarter was built during the
Augustan age according to a conscious building plan
and had been abandoned at the end of the VII c. AD.
During decades of excavations, the University of
Pisa team had discovered a large warehouse
(horreum), a little thermal bath intended for the
warehouse’s workers, a fountain, a big water tank,
a public thermal bath and the head office of the
guild in charge of the port activities management.
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The                                   Vada Volaterrana Harbour Project
Discovering a Roman Harbour in Tuscany

2018 Report 
www.diggingvada.com

Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) survey
(above) and plan of the building currenlty
under excavation (right).

Thanks to a GPR
(Ground Penetrating
Radar) survey we were
able to identify the
structures of one (or
more) buildings,
belonging to the
harbour quarter and
located in the Southern
sector of the
settlement.

Starting from 2016,
drone’s surveys are run
at the end of the
excavation, in order to
get a detailed plan of
the newly discovered
buildings.

Drone’s photomosaic of the 
area currently under 

excavation at the end of the 
2018 campaign. 
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Setting the drone….
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After five years of researches, we are
able to sketch a plan of the buildings
discovered so far.

The most ancient structures, dating to the
Ist c. AD, are located in the NW sector of
the area. Here, a round oven for cooking
bread and other kinds of food (n. 1-2)
was dug out.

Later, likely between the end of the Ist
and the beginning of the IInd c. AD, a
large rectangular building made of many
rooms (n. 1-7) was added.

At the beginning of the IIIrd c. AD more 
rooms (n. 8-10) were built at the eastern 
side of the latter building. They faced an 
open courtyard (11). They belong to a 
meeting area used by the owners of the 
whole complex.

General view of the excavation at the end of 2018 campaign (below)

2018 plan of the building currently under excavation (above)

Vad                                          Vada Volaterrana harbour excavation
A new building…
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Classifying pottery during the excavation
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Vada Volaterrana harbour excavation
The bakery and the metals workshop

General view of the easternmost
part of the building.

In 2018, the excavation of the
eastern sector of the area provided
new data about the site.
Researches focused on Rooms 10
and 11, both already detected by the
GPR survey.
The floor and the baseboard of the
small and square Room 10 were
made in marble slabs, of
grey and white colour. The excavation in Room 11 -

possibly the easternmost of
the whole building – has just
begun in 2018.
We have found a large apsed
wall, closing the room on the
South side. A rich decoration
in marble slabs suggests the
importance of this room,
which was possibly used as a
meeting hall.
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The round oven of the bakery.

Students at work in Room 10
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Uncovering the apsed wall…
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The room underwent
major changes maybe
between the IVth and
the Vth c. AD, when
the marble floor was
removed and replaced
by a roof-tiles floor.
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Vada Volaterrana harbour excavation
The Western area of the building: 

from Rome back to the Bronze Age 
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In the western sector of the building, researches went on in the
middle of rooms built between the end of Ist and the beginning of the
IInd c. AD.
Under the Roman Age layers (floors and floors’ preparations), we
have identified the sandy layers on which the Roman structures had
been built on. Their foundations cut and overthrew a stratigraphy
dating back to the Late Bronze Age (XIII-X cent. BC).

At that time, the area had been
occupied by a settlement, probably
consisting of some huts.
As shown by pottery finds, the main
economic activity of this village was salt
production. Salty water was collected
from a nearby lagoon and then boiled
to evaporation inside big containers.

Pottery sherds pertaining to vases used in
the salt-making process (above) and
reconstruction of Bronze Age huts and salt
production (below).

The area with the Bronze Age settlement traces (on
the left) and the excavation of a sandy layer
containing Bronze Age Pottery, surrounded by Roman
Age walls (above)
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Public Archaeology at the
At                                  Vada Volaterrana harbour quarter

The team of the Summer School along with the students of local high schools.

Smiling visitors… and smiling
archaeologists!

During the 2018 edition, the University of Pisa has kept running a
Public Archaeology program inside the frame of the Vada Volaterrana
Harbour Project (started in 2017). As in previous years, initiatives,
generously funded by the Administration of Rosignano Marittimo and
INEOS S.p.A., were specifically devoted to keep the local community
aware of the findings and to provide them with the means for re-
discover their own past.
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As in the 2017 edition, we have run a project involving
local high schools students in order to teach them the
basics of Archaeology and Ancient History, under the
supervision of a member of the Staff.
Moreover, throughout the excavation, the archaeologists
have been at locals and tourists’ disposal to answer their
questions about the site and the findings.

www.diggingvada.com

During the 2019 edition, we will keep involving the participants of the Summer school in
Public Archaeology activities. They will be given lessons, in order to interact with non-
archaeological audience and give informations to visitors. On a voluntary basis, they will also
be involved in the making of the Open Day!
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Public Archaeology at Vada Volaterrana
The Open Day 

Some pictures of the Open Day in Vada Volaterrana.

The 2nd Open Day leaflet.

Thanks to the fundamental support of local institutions and
associations, we organized the 2nd Open Day in Vada
Volaterrana. This event is meant to give the locals and the
tourists alike the opportunity to get a glimpse of the
archaeological field activities, through different thematic
stands across the ancient site. The members of the Staff, along
with the students of the University of Pisa, showed different
subjects – from material culture to the re-enactment of Roman
dressing. The Open Day was a complete success: two hundred
and fifty visitors (a lot of them children) crowded the site,
discovering (or re-discovering) Vada Volaterrana, and many
aspects of the ancient everyday life.
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Young (and adult!) visitors enjoyed
the LEGO® Lab introduced in 2018.
We were able to show a LEGO®
reconstruction of the horrea and the
fountain discovered during the
excavation.
The Staff of the Vada Volaterrana
Harbour Project is staunchly
committed to the Public
Archaeology approach, and many
other activities will be implemented
in the 2019 edition of the Project.

www.diggingvada.com

A LEGO® restitution of the Horrea (the storehouse) and the fountain
discovered in Vada Volaterrana.
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Public Archaeology at Vada Volaterrana
Our Socials

Our FB page: Vada Volaterrana. Lo scavo, le storie.

8

Although the Vada Volaterrana website is in English, you have probably noticed that most of the
texts on our social networks have been written in Italian. In fact, they have been conceived for the
locals, but we have bigger ideas for the future! From 2019 we will work on a new series of posts
devoted to the English-speaking audience. In doing this, the contribution of the participants of the
Summer school will be crucial!

Please, consider to follow us on the Social networks: it is the best way to be updated on our
everyday activity on Vada Volaterrana (and on archaeological stuff in general!).
By the way, you will support the Project for free, which is equally important!

If you want to get more information or enroll for the 2019 edition, 
go on www.diggingvada.com! 

We look very much forward to welcoming you here! 

Follow us on:

Vada Volaterrana.
Lo scavo, le storie

Communication plays a fundamental role in Public Archaeology and, as in
2017, we asked the participants of the Summer school to help us in the
making of contents – photos and videos alike – to be posted on our social
channels (FB and Instagram).
During the last two years, the number of our followers on FB and Instagram
has constantly grown, along with our activities on the field: many thanks to
all the participants and the students who helped us in achieving this goal!
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