
2018 Season 

Excavations at Lazzaretto Nuovo provide 
participants with an opportunity to excavate human 
skeletal remains of men, women and children from the 
“Camposanto” walled cemetery, dating to the 14th-
17th centuries. The field season includes exhumation 
(locating, cleaning, documenting and lifting skeletal 
remains) and site recording (mapping and drawing). In 
addition, daily laboratory sessions to undertake a 
detailed study of the skeleton (biological sex, age, 
stature, pathologies and individuating characteristics) 
as well as personal items associated with the burials.  

As archaeological and anthropological post-excavation 
analysis is undertaken on location, this is a perfect 
opportunity to experience the continuous two-way 
flow of information between the field and laboratory, 
as well as benefit from close interaction between 
archaeological and anthropological practitioners. 
Fieldwork may result in postgraduate research  
opportunities at UWA.  

DATES 

4 - 23 June 2018 

APPLICATIONS 

Final year undergraduates and postgraduates students 
reading in archaeology, physical anthropology or 
related disciplines are invited to apply. Applicants must 
supply a letter of recommendation and curriculum 
vitae with the application form. Space is limited and 
places will be assigned to applicants who meet 
admission criteria on a rolling basis until the quota has 
been reached.  Applications close 30 April 2018. Please 
email   enq-cfa@uwa.edu.au 

Lazzaretto Nuovo 

Lazzaretto Nuovo is an island located approximately 
3km northeast of Venice (Italy), at the entrance of the 
lagoon. Archaeological finds bear testimony to human 
occupation since the Bronze Age, while the first written 
document, in which a notarial deed refers to the island as 
“Vigna Murada” (Walled Vineyard), dates to 1015 AD. In 
the Middle Ages it was owned by the monks of San 
Giorgio Maggiore who erected a church dedicated to San 
Bartolomeo.  

Venice, a marine port and naval base for an economy 
based on trade between Europe and the Orient, was the 
point of arrival and departure of merchant ships. La 
Serenissima was therefore susceptible to the dangers of 
unknown and incurable diseases, in particular the plague. 
In 1456 an island was established as a lazaret (named 
after the patron saint of lepers and hospitals) for 
incoming shipments of merchandise from the East. In 
1468, by decree of the Senate, a second island was 
established as a quarantine station for maritime 
travellers and later upgraded to include a quarantine 
hospital as the existing lazaret was filled to capacity. 
Lazzaretto Nuovo therefore became a quarantine post for 
ships arriving from various ports of the Mediterranean, 
suspected of carrying the plague. Many buildings were 
erected to improve the efficiency of the new lazaret. 
Large sheds (teze) were used for quarantine and 
decontamination of the goods; most commonly 
fumigation with aromatic herbs like juniper and rosemary 
leaves.   
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BIOARCHAEOLOGY FIELDWORK 

PRICE  

The three-week field season fee of $3300 includes meals 
and dormitory accommodation for the duration of the 
field season. Returning students who do not require 
equipment kit will be charged $2600. Participants must 
arrange insurance, international flights, and travel docu-
ments at their own cost.  


