
 

 

 

 
 

CABEÇO DA ANTA. Seventh archaeological campaign to excavate a prehistoric megalithic tomb with mound (4th to 3rd millennium BC) 

 

Calendar 9 to 30 August 2019 

Objectives Following the work carried out in the last years, it is our purpose to continue 
the investigation of the building methods and funeral rites used for this dolmen with a 
chamber and nine slabs, already delimited on the surface and covered by a large 
tumulus (35 metres in diameter and almost 3.5 metres high).  

Two other megalithic monuments were explored (Cão do Ribeiro, Vale de Alvito) which, 
like Cabeço da Anta, also form part of the in the footpath PR1 History in the Landscape. 
These three monuments were identified in the first half of the 20th century by the German 
archaeologist Georg Leisner and are included in the inventory Die Megalithgraber Der 
Iberischen Halbinsel, published posthumously in 1998 (Vera Leisner, Deutsches 
Archaologisches Institut, Walter de Gruyter. Berlin, New York). 

Work done at Cabeço da Anta led to the characterization of several substructures, to a 
great extent due to the fact this monument was much better preserved than Cão do 
Ribeiro and Vale de Alvito. 

At the eastern side of the chamber, we could identify a block we consider the closing slab 
of the gap existing between the top of the chamber and the top of the passage, 
suggesting that the passage is positioned to the East (not yet visible). In so far, we 
recovered jus a few archaeological artifacts and, despite the excavation reached virtually 
three metres deep (counted from the top of the highest slab), the bottom levels of the 
chamber, with potential funerary depositions, are still to be attained. 

The mound is very well preserved both in plan and height, being slightly higher than the 
top of the biggest slab. A few sampling trenches were opened in the mound, especially 
two radial sampling trenches with orthogonal directions covering all the mound, from the 
chamber to the periphery. Despite this planimetric cover, the excavation did not reach  

much depth, with the exception of the chamber area. The research has documented an 
extensive use of clay, but with a more complex vertical structuration than the observed at 
the other two monuments, and the inclusion of planar stone substructures very close to 
the top of the mound. The excavation of one of the trenches all the way down to the 
bedrock may reveal a more heterogeneous stratigraphy than what was perceived until 
the date, and such knowledge may contribute to recover important information about the 
original composition of the more eroded mounds. As the case of Vale de Alvito, mound’s 
stone peripheral markers appeared at the end of both orthogonal trenches. 

Cabeço da Anta was made almost exclusively of metasedimentary rocks available 
locally, being scarce the use of filonean quartz, similarly to Cão do Ribeiro and Vale de 
Alvito. But one of the orthostats of the chamber, made of quartzite, had certainly a more 
distant origin, of at least 11 kilometres, what is indicative of a very exigent construction 
project. 

We think the continuity of archaeological work at these megalithic monuments, notably 
Cabeço da Anta, reinforced by complementary physical, chemical, palaeoenvironmental, 
and archaeometric analysis, will be fundamental for a more profound knowledge of these 
megalithic architectures and associated rituals, funerary or not, and to a closer approach 
to the matrix and evolution of prehistoric settlement in this territory. This kind of effort was 
materialized through the development of a research programme covering all the Late 
Prehistory of the region: project “Mesopotamos”.  

Location Moitas, county of Proença-a-Nova, Intermunicipal Community of Beira Baixa. 

Programme  Archaeological excavation (16 days / three weeks) ■ Other activities 

Archaeological excavation team Site Director: João Caninas ■ Sector Supervisors and 
specialized staff: Mário Monteiro, Fernando Robles Henriques, Pedro Baptista and 
Emanuel Carvalho ■ Participants. 



  
 

Location of the 
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View of Cabeço da Anta. 

 

 
 

The team (2018) 

 
 

View of the archaeological dig of the chamber at the end of the campaign (2017) 
 

 

 
 



Some texts about megalithism of the region 
 

 

1997, 2011. J. Oliveira. Monumentos megalíticos da bacia hidrográfica do rio Sever. 
Tomo 1. Ibn Maruan - Revista Cultural do Concelho de Marvão, edição especial. Marvão: 
744 p. Tomos 2 e 3 em suporte digital: 566 p. 
 
2006. P. Bueno, R. Barroso, R. de Balbín & F. Carrera. Megalitos y marcadores gráficos 
en el Tajo Internacional: Santiago de Alcantara (Cáceres). Edição do Ayuntamiento de 
Santiago de Alcántara. Salamanca: 100 p. 
 
2008. P. Bueno-Ramírez, R. Barroso-Bermejo & R. de Balbín-Behrmann, eds Graphical 
markers and megalith builders in the International Tagus, Iberian Peninsula. BAR 
International Series, 1765. Oxford: 186 p. 
 
2008. J. Caninas et al. Tombs and rock carvings in the Serra Vermelha and Serra de 
Alvélos (Oleiros – Castelo Branco). In Graphical Markers and Megalith Builders in the 
International Tagus, Iberian Peninsula. British Archaeological Reports, BAR International 
Series 1765. England. Oxford: 89-102.  
https://www.academia.edu/6176968/Tombs_and_rock_carvings_in_the_Serra_Vermelha_an
d_Serra_de_Alv%C3%A9los_Oleiros_Castelo_Branco_    
 
2011. P. Bueno Ramírez, E. Cerillo Cuenca & A. Gonzalez Cordero, eds From the Origins: 
the Prehistory of the Inner Tagus Region. BAR International Series, 2219. Oxford: 255 p. 
 
2011. P. Bueno-Ramírez, R. Balbín-Behrmann & R. Barroso-Bermejo. Balance de um 
modelo integrador de megalitos y grafías rupestres en el Tajo Internacional. In Nos 40 
anos do início da descoberta da arte rupestre do Tejo. AÇAFA on-line, 4. Associação de 
Estudos do Alto Tejo. Vila Velha de Ródão: 14 p. 
http://www.altotejo.org/acafa/docsn4/Megalitos_e_Grafias_Rupestres_en_el_Tajo_Internacio
nal.pdf  
 
2011. J. Caninas, F. Henriques & J. L. Cardoso. The tumulus at Charneca das Vinhas 
(Vila Velha de Ródão, Portugal). In From the origins: The prehistory of the Inner Tagus 
Region. BAR International Series 2219. Oxford: 111-139. 
https://www.academia.edu/6176987/The_tumulus_at_Charneca_das_Vinhas_Vila_Velha_de
_R%C3%B3d%C3%A3o_Portugal_   
 
2012. Vv Aa. Geo-archaeological investigation in de mound of Penedinho Branco (Vila 
Nova, concelho de Miranda do Corvo, serra da Lousã). 
https://www.academia.edu/6171273/Interven%C3%A7%C3%A3o_geo-
arqueol%C3%B3gica_na_mamoa_do_Penedinho_Branco_Vila_Nova_concelho_de_Miranda
_do_Corvo_serra_da_Lous%C3%A3_Geo-

archaeological_investigation_in_de_mound_of_Penedinho_Branco_municipality_of_Miranda
_do_Corvo_serra_da_Lous%C3%A3_ 
 
2014. A Cruz, E. Cerrillo-Cuenca, P. Bueno Ramírez, J. C. Caninas & C. Batata, eds 
Rendering Death: Ideological and Archaeological Narratives from Recent Prehistory 
(Iberia). Proceedings of the conference held in Abrantes, Portugal, 11 May 2013. British 
Archaeological Reports, BAR International Series 2648. England. Oxford. 
 
2014. J. Caninas et al. The mound at Cimo dos Valeiros (Serra Vermelha, Oleiros, 
Castelo Branco). A Neolithic burial site in the Central Cordillera, south of Serra da 
Estrela. In Rendering Death: Ideological and Archaeological Narratives from Recent 
Prehistory (Iberia). British Archaeological Reports, BAR International Series 2648. England. 
Oxford: 45-59. 
https://www.academia.edu/7927973/The_mound_at_Cimo_dos_Valeiros_Serra_Vermelha_
Oleiros_Castelo_Branco_._A_Neolithic_burial_site_in_the_Central_Cordillera_south_of_Serr
a_da_Estrela._Authors_J._Caninas_et_al  
 
2015. Caninas, J.; Henriques, F. R.; Monteiro, J. L.; Henriques, F.; Mário Monteiro, M. & 
Carvalho, E. (2015) The tumuli of Selada do Cavalo (Serra Vermelha, county of Oleiros, 
district of Castelo Branco). II Internacional Conference of Transition Archaeology. BAR 
(British Archaeological Reports) International, Series 2708, Edited by Leonor Rocha, 
Primitiva Bueno Ramírez and Gertrudes Branco, Oxford: 291-305. 
https://www.academia.edu/12085502/The_tumuli_of_Selada_do_Cavalo_Serra_Vermelha_c
ounty_of_Oleiros_district_of_Castelo_Branco_  
 
2016. Henriques, F.; Caninas, J.; Monteiro, M.; Félix, P.; Pereira, A.; Mendes, C. & Carvalho, 
E. (2016)  Arqueologia de Proença-a-Nova: estado dos conhecimentos. Raquel Vilaça, 
coordenadora, Actas do 2º Congresso Internacional de Arqueologia na região de Castelo 
Branco (10-12 de Abril de 2015). Município de Castelo Branco e Sociedade dos Amigos do 
Museu Francisco Tavares Proença Júnior. Castelo Branco: 447-
474.https://www.academia.edu/29417907/Arqueologia_de_Proen%C3%A7a-a-
Nova_estado_dos_conhecimentos_Archaeology_of_Proen%C3%A7a-a-
Nova_state_of_the_art_  
 
2017. Caninas, J.; Henriques, F. & Osório, M. (2017) Ocupação do Território de Fratel 
(Vila Velha de Ródão) na Pré-História Recente: ensaio de análise espacial. Scientia 
Antiquitatis, 1. Actas do 3º Congresso Internacional de Arqueologia de Transição: 
estratégias de povoamento. Évora: 177-208. 
https://www.academia.edu/34759568/Ocupa%C3%A7%C3%A3o_do_Territ%C3%B3rio_de_
Fratel_Vila_Velha_de_R%C3%B3d%C3%A3o_Portugal_na_Pr%C3%A9-
Hist%C3%B3ria_Recente_ensaio_de_an%C3%A1lise_espacial  


