
American Journal of Archaeology: Statement of Purpose  
 

The American Journal of Archaeology (AJA), founded in 1885, is published by the Archaeological 
Institute of America (AIA). The AJA publishes original research on the diverse peoples and material 
cultures of the Mediterranean and related areas, including North Africa (with Egypt and Sudan), Western 
Asia (with the Caucasus), and Europe, from prehistory through late antiquity. Manuscripts that address 
the history of the discipline, archaeological methodologies, theoretical approaches, pedagogy, and the 
politics and ethics of archaeological heritage are welcome. The AJA encourages submissions that explore 
the intersections of ancient Mediterranean cultures with other regions and periods, the reception of these 
cultures in later times, and their ongoing significance in the present.  
 
In accordance with the AIA’s Statement on Archaeology and Social Justice,1 the AJA is committed to 
advancing equity and inclusion in archaeological publication. The journal seeks to publish diverse 
viewpoints, especially from members of historically underrepresented groups, to acknowledge and 
examine the appropriation of Mediterranean archaeology by racist, nationalist, and colonialist ideologies, 
and to address critically the biases that have shaped the discipline.  
 
The AJA affirms the critical importance of archaeological context and the responsibility to provide 
documentation of provenance in archaeological publication. Submissions should follow the AJA’s policies 
regarding the citation of excavated objects and objects in public and private collections.2 
 
  

 
1 https://www.archaeological.org/aia-statement-on-archaeology-and-social-justice/. 
2 https://www.ajaonline.org/submissions/antiquities-policy. 


