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OUR MISSION
The Archaeological Institute of America
(AIA) is the world’s oldest and largest 
archaeological organization. The AIA is 
a nonprofit founded in 1879 and chartered 
by the U.S. Congress in 1906. We have 
members in more than 100 Local Societies 
in the United States, Canada, and overseas. 
This includes professional archaeologists, 
students, and enthusiasts, all united by 
their passion for archaeology and its role 
in furthering knowledge. 

The AIA promotes archaeological inquiry 
and public understanding of the material 
record of the human past to foster an 
appreciation of diverse cultures and our 
shared humanity. We support archaeologists, 
their research and its dissemination, 
and the ethical practice of archaeology. 
We educate people of all ages about the 
significance of archaeological discovery 
and advocate for the preservation of the 
world’s archaeological heritage.  

AIA members are committed to advancing 
the understanding of archaeology, 
protecting and preserving the world’s 
archaeological resources, and supporting 
research and publication in the field. 
The Institute has established research 
centers and schools in seven countries and 
maintains close collaboration with these 
institutions. Its professional members 
actively conduct field work around the globe.

Front cover: Photo by Dan Diffendale. The Temple of Vesta, Tivoli, Lazio, Italy.
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PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Friend of the Archaeological Institute of America,

Archaeology tells the story of the human past and plays a 
crucial role in how we understand our shared place in the 
world in the present. For the last 146 years, the Archaeological 
Institute of America has supported professional archaeologists, 
championed committed students, and engaged passionate 
enthusiasts, enabling each of us to exchange our archaeological 
stories. We are committed to preservation and stewardship 
for the future.

In 2025, our dedicated staff, board, and committee members 
worked along myriad avenues to promote ethical archaeological 
excavation, education, and engagement. Below are just a few 
examples of the people we reached and the breadth of our 
initiatives undertaken over the course of the calendar year.

For professional archaeologists and students in the field we…
are on track to award more than $270,000 in funding for 
archaeological research, scientific analysis, museum internships, 
publication initiatives, and outreach and engagement activities.

assembled more than 2,000 scholars to share their work and 
celebrate their achievements at our Annual Meeting, which 
explores heritage in the Mediterranean and beyond.

published the American Journal of Archaeology, the field’s 
premier American resource for disseminating scholarly research. 

expanded our Archaeological Field School Scholarship Program, 
enabling us to support 16 students participating in their first field 
work experiences in 10 countries on three continents. 
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For every person who thirsts for knowledge about our shared past we…
published Archaeology Magazine for the 75th year, 
reaching millions of readers across the world through print and 
digital engagement. 

supported hundreds of worldwide events and acti viti es to 
celebrate the fi eld on Internati onal Archaeology Day.

hosted 172 lectures att ended by 19,000 people in person 
and online, supporti ng 103 Local Societi es in four countries to 
promote widespread interest in archaeology.

And for the future of the world’s heritage we…
advocated for the preservati on of cultural heritage in the face 
of threats including war, looti ng, and climate change.

spoke out against eff orts to curtail protecti ons for archaeological 
sites in the United States and to reduce support for scienti fi c 
research and educati on.

spearheaded campaigns intended to safeguard sites and 
monuments through new, renewed, or emergency agreements 
with 10 countries.

As president and executi ve director of the AIA, we are grateful to 
our members, volunteers, offi  cers, subscribers, and donors who 
have expressed their commitment to the AIA in countless ways 
over the past year and whom we are confi dent we can count on 
for the future. It is only with your support that we can conti nue to 
tell inspiring archaeological stories. 

Dr. Elizabeth Greene,  Kevin M. Quinlan,
President   Executi ve Director
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MEET THE BOARD
OFFICERS
Elizabeth S. Greene, President
Brian I. Daniels, First Vice President 
Ömür Harmanşah, Vice President for Cultural Heritage 
Jen Thum, Vice President for Outreach and Educati on 
Kim Shelton, Vice President for 

Research and Academic Aff airs 
Kati e Petrole, Vice President for Societi es
James Jansson, Treasurer
Kevin Quinlan, Secretary; Executi ve Director and 

Publisher, Archaeology Magazine; ex offi  cio

PAST PRESIDENT
Laeti ti a La Follett e

GENERAL TRUSTEES
Elie Abemayor 
David Ackert 
Deborah Arnold 
Jeff ery Barnouw
Jane Botsford Johnson 
Thomas H. Carpenter
Jay Conger
Sandra L. Flow
Julie Herzig Desnick 
Michele Kidwell Gilbert  
Andrea Kmetz-Sheehy  
Kathleen Pavelko 
Patrick Suehnholz  
Jo Anne Van Tilburg 
Maria Vecchiotti  
Michael Wiseman 

ACADEMIC TRUSTEES
Alex W. Barker 
Jennifer Gates-Foster
SeungJung Kim  
Margaret Laird  
Joanne Murphy 
John Papadopoulos 
Betsey Robinson  
Daniel Schowalter 
Monica L. Smith  

SOCIETY TRUSTEES
Joost Blom 
Dawn Cox
Andrew L. Goldman
Heidi James Fisher   

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS
Emma Blake, Editor-in-Chief, AJA
Robert Schon, Editor-in-Chief, AJA
Jarrett  A. Lobell, Editor-in-Chief, Archaeology Magazine
Kevin Quinlan, Executi ve Director and 

Publisher, Archaeology Magazine

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Brian Heidtke 
Charles La Follett e 
David C. Seigle
Charles W. Steinmetz

HONORARY PRESIDENTS*
Jodi Magness 
Andrew M.T. Moore 
Elizabeth Bartman 
C. Brian Rose 
Jane Waldbaum 
Stephen Dyson 
James Wiseman 
*Honorary Presidents of the AIA 
are former presidents who are sti ll living.

LEGAL COUNSEL
Mitchell S. Eitel – Sullivan & Cromwell, LLP
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ANNUAL FUND RECAP 
Every gift  makes a diff erence, and this year your 
collecti ve generosity powered the AIA to raise 
$726,990 for the Annual Fund—exceeding our goal 
once again. The Annual Fund is the cornerstone 
of the AIA’s fi nancial health. It provides vital 
resources to expand educati onal programming, 
award scholarships to deserving students, and 
advance criti cal archaeological research. These 
contributi ons not only sustain our work but also 
open the door to new opportuniti es that shape 
the future of archaeology. We are deeply grateful 
to everyone who made our success possible. 
Your generosity has a tangible impact and ensures 
that the AIA conti nues to thrive.
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TOTAL BEQUESTS
The Fund for AIA*......................................................................................................... $45,000

 Annual Fund ........................................................................................................... $726,990

 Grants and Fellowships....................................................................................... $145,000

 Archaeology Magazine Endowment...............................................................$85,011

 The Fund for the AIA* ........................................................................................... $45,000

 Jane C. Waldbaum Archaeological Field School Scholarship Fund..............$21,100

 The Fund for the AJA............................................................................................. $12,800

 Financial Software Upgrade.....................................................................................$7,255

 Lectures ........................................................................................................................ $7,000

*Denotes a bequest is part of the total

TOTAL FUNDS 
RAISED:

$1,524,049

FY25 FUNDRAISING YEAR IN REVIEW
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EXCAVATE

2025 ANNUAL MEETING
The AIA and the Society for Classical Studies (SCS) held 
our 126th joint Annual Meeti ng in Philadelphia from 
January 2 to 5. The meeti ng included a full program 
of more than 85 academic sessions featuring over 
450 presenters, as well as nearly 40 meeti ngs of 
committ ees and interest groups.

The AIA and SCS programs featured four hybrid and six 
in-person tracks for each organizati on. All presenters 
had the opti on of giving their talk in person or virtually.

Att endance at the meeti ng conti nues to rebound aft er 
the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2025, we had 2,032 
att endees—1,865 of whom att ended in-person.

AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, 
GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Each year, the AIA community gathers to honor the 
individuals and teams that have made signifi cant 
contributi ons to the fi eld of archaeology. Thanks to 
the generous support of our donors, these awards 
and fellowships conti nue to recognize and celebrate 
excellence across the fi eld. The AIA was proud to 
recognize outstanding archaeological achievement 
in multi ple areas with awards presented at the 2025 
Annual Meeti ng. 

18
SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD RECIPIENTS

18
SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD RECIPIENTS

77,000+
MILES TRAVELED BY 

FIELD SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

9
FELLOWSHIPS & 

GRANTS AWARDED

16
TOTAL AWARDS 
PRESENTED

16
TOTAL AWARDS 
PRESENTED

2025 AIA Award winners at the awards ceremony during the 126th Annual Meeti ng
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Trevor van Damme, recipient of the Richard C. MacDonald Iliad Endowment for 
Archaeological Research Grant, credits the AIA Annual Meeting in furthering his 
professional development:

The AIA has contributed greatly to my professional development as an 
archaeologist. I have been an AIA member since 2012, when I presented my first 
paper at the 113th Annual Meeting in Philadelphia, and I have attended every 
meeting since then. It has been an important venue to interact with colleagues 
from other institutions and maintain friendships forged during field work and 
in graduate school over the years.

Susanna Faas-Bush, the 2024–2025 Olivia James Traveling Fellow, shares a 
recent update:

During her year as the Olivia James Traveling Fellow, Susanna traced artifacts 
from the ancient Roman Villa della Pisanella across Italy, Germany, France, 
Belgium, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Her extended stay 
in Pompeii, made possible by the fellowship funds, allowed her to locate 
and confirm the provenance of over 300 artifacts from the villa that had 
long been considered lost or destroyed. By visiting the various locations 
now housing the villa’s artifacts, Susanna has been able to share primary 
sources with other scholars, laying the groundwork for new projects and 
collaborations in the future.
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     RCHAEOLOGY
MAGAZINE
For more than 75 years, Archaeology Magazine
has been a leader in the field of general-interest 
science journalism. What began as an inspired 
idea to create a magazine for the public about 
the world of archaeology in all parts of the 
globe and from all time periods has grown into 
a publication with more than 175,000 loyal 
print subscribers whose commitment to and 
love for the title is unparalleled. The magazine 
reaches millions of members of the public in 
ways our remarkable founders could never have 
imagined—through digital subscriptions, the 
magazine’s website, and numerous social media 
outlets. Archaeology enthusiasts can thus enjoy 
content under the aegis of the AIA every day 
in many ways.

The editors of Archaeology Magazine have 
always been devoted to sharing the excitement 
of archaeological discovery, the field’s scientific 
and technological advances, and the most 
current and compelling interpretations of this 
ever-evolving field. As one of the AIA’s premier 
publications, the magazine is uniquely positioned 
to share the stories of people of the past through 
compelling narratives, superior photography and 
design, and the highest standards of accuracy, 
integrity, and respect for peoples of both the 
past and present. The magazine’s editors remain 
committed to the AIA’s mission to foster and 
nurture the public’s desire to learn ever more 
about human history.
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THE AMERICAN JOURNAL 
OF ARCHAEOLOGY (AJA)
The AJA is the peer-reviewed academic journal of the AIA, covering original 
research on the diverse peoples and material cultures of the Mediterranean 
and related areas, including North Africa with Egypt and Sudan, Western 
Asia, and Europe, from prehistory through Late Antiquity and beyond. 

Since 1885, the AJA has published scholarship ranging from field reports on 
the latest discoveries, to broad-scale, synthetic analyses of ancient societies 
and material culture, to close studies of individual artifacts. 

In FY25, we published the last issue of volume 128 and the first issue 
of volume 129. 

In 2024, the AJA published 18 print articles, one field report, four museum 
reviews, two archaeological notes, and two editorial letters. This was the 
work of 56 authors in total, amounting to 616 printed pages. The AJA also 
published 36 book reviews by 35 authors, which were only released online 
and remained open access throughout the previous year.

As of mid-September 2025, the most read article in the past 12 months 
was Sarah E. Beckmann’s “The Naked Reader: Child Enslavement in the 
Villa of the Mysteries Fresco” in issue 127.1, with over 29,900 online views. 
Open access content consistently draws more views than subscription-only 
content, and the vast majority of open access articles in the AJA appear at 
no cost to the authors, thanks to donations to the Society for the AJA and 
subscription revenue. 

In 2026, we will publish volume 130 of the journal. It is remarkable to think 
about everything the journal has survived over the past 130 years—world 
wars, depressions, recessions, and political upheaval in the countries where 
authors conduct their field work. The pages of the journal have evidenced 
dramatic changes in the way archaeology is done, both in terms of 
methodology and technology, as well as in terms of interpretive paradigms 
and our understanding of the human past. The longevity of this publication 
speaks to the dedication and care of everyone involved with it, including 
authors, peer reviewers, editors, readers, subscribers, donors, and more. 
We look forward to continuing our work.
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EDUCATE

MEMBERSHIP
As of September 29, 2025, the AIA 
counted over 6,200 members, with 
archaeology enthusiasts making 
up 55%, professionals 27%, and 
students 18% of the membership. 

In FY25, 801 new members joined 
the AIA, including a 12% increase 
in student membership, and overall 
member retenti on remained 
high at 86%. The AIA also benefi ts 
from the dedicati on of 600 
members who volunteer as society 
offi  cers, committ ee members, 
and event organizers.

 Archaeology enthusiasts ...............................55%
 Professionals .....................................................27%
 Students .............................................................18%

MEMBERSHIP 
BREAKDOWN
(SEPTEMBER 29, 2025)

77%
OF MEMBERS HAVE GONE GREEN 
AND SIGNED UP FOR AUTO RENEWAL

6,200+ 
AIA MEMBERS

12%
INCREASE IN STUDENT 

MEMBERS LAST YEAR

12%
INCREASE IN STUDENT 

MEMBERS LAST YEAR

801
NEW MEMBERS JOINED 

THE AIA IN FY25

86%
MEMBERSHIP RETENTION 

MEMBERS VOLUNTEERED 
THEIR TIME

600



Archaeological Insti tute of America  |  11

90%
OF MEMBERS ARE AFFILIATED 

WITH A LOCAL SOCIETY

103
CHARTERED AIA 

LOCAL SOCIETIES

400+ 359 

SOCIETIES 
AIA societi es provide members with a community and a network of individuals who share a passion for 
archaeology. Societi es help promote awareness of the fi eld, maintain nati onal AIA programs, and support 
the Insti tute’s goals. 

Many societi es also organize programs to support regional archaeology and local archaeologists. To that 
end, the Society Outreach Grant Program encourages societi es to plan and implement outreach acti viti es 
in their local communiti es. Any event that promotes archaeology, the AIA’s mission, and focuses on public 
outreach and educati on can qualify for funding.  

The AIA awarded four Society Outreach Grants in 2025 to Athens (Georgia), Central Carolinas, New Orleans, 
and Worcester. We received follow-ups from two societi es about previous grants they received:

The AIA-Rome Society received a Society Outreach Grant in fall 2024 for their April 2025 event, “Hands-
On Greek Vases.” The event, held in collaborati on with the American Academy in Rome, was organized by 
Professor Massimo Betello, secretary of the local AIA Rome SPQR Society, and Professor Valenti na Follo, 
curator of the Van Buren Archaeological Study Collecti on at the American Academy in Rome. Betello 
and Follo allowed the event’s 40 parti cipants to handle original vases from the Van Buren collecti on. 
They brought in ceramicist Roberto Paolini from the Etruscan site of Cerveteri who demonstrated how 
to achieve perfect circles with a single-hair brush and how easy it is to correct mistakes on unfi red vases. 
The AIA-Niagara Peninsula Society received a Society Outreach Grant in spring 2024 for their March 
2025 event at Brock University, a fair called “Discovering the Layers of Archaeology.” The event’s 50 
att endees explored four tables representi ng the steps of fi eld work: survey, excavati on, analysis, and fi nds 
and publicati on. Guests were also encouraged to visit the Brock University Classics and Archaeology 
Department’s Cypriote Museum. Society Offi  cers shared that it was a joy to spread the techniques and 
practi ces of archaeology to younger individuals and those interested in learning more about the profession.

SOCIETY OFFICERS RUN AIA 
LOCAL SOCIETIES AS VOLUNTEERS

PEOPLE ATTENDED THE VIRTUAL 
SOCIETY SUNDAY 2025 EVENT
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SOCIETY OUTREACH GRANTS
Below is a selection of wonderful photos taken by the AIA-Rome Society and  
the AIA-Niagara Peninsula Society at their outreach events. 

AIA-NIAGARA  
PENINSULA SOCIETY

AIA-ROME SOCIETY
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LECTURE PROGRAM
The AIA’s National Lecture Program remains a 
cornerstone of the Institute’s commitment to public 
engagement through archaeological programming. 
The 2024–2025 National Lecture Program continued 
in its hybrid, three-component format, consisting 
of lectures hosted by Local Societies, monthly 
online lectures, and Local Lecture Grants to support 
additional programming at AIA societies.

An estimated 19,000 people attended 172 lectures 
organized by AIA Societies over the past year, and 
4,799 individuals participated in the AIA’s monthly 
virtual lecture series, Archaeology Hour. These 
events reflect our ongoing mission to advance 
educational opportunities and promote dialogue 
in the archaeological community.

The AIA continued to offer both the Norton and 
Joukowsky Lectureships as part of the National 
Lecture Program. These lectureships were awarded 
to some of the most well-regarded and exciting 
scholars in the field.

The AIA also continued to support additional 
programming for Local Societies through the Local 
Lecture Grant Program, awarding 66 grants to 
fund lectures and archaeological programming for 
societies, members, and the general public to enjoy.

Among our excellent lectures, some topics from the 
2024—2025 season include:

“The way we lived was shaped by objects” 
Contemporary Reflections on Black Materiality 
(Dr. Whitney Battle-Baptiste)

Archaeology, its Colonial Past, and its Collaborative 
Future: A Community Project in El-Kurru, Northern 
Sudan (Dr. Geoff Emberling)

Mysteries Past and Present: How Genetics 
is Helping us Answer Questions About the Past 
(Dr. Turi King)
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CULTURAL 
PROPERTY 
ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 
(CPAC)
The AIA submitt ed nine lett ers 
to CPAC, covering 126 UNESCO 
World Heritage sites across these 
countries—an average of 14 per 
country. Together, these countries 
encompass 2,199,200 square miles. 

Through educati onal videos, informati ve 
webinars with in-country experts, 
lett er-writi ng campaigns, and oral 
testi mony at CPAC meeti ngs, the AIA 
demonstrated its strong support for 
the preservati on of archaeological 
sites around the world.

ADVOCATE

COUNTRY WORLD 
HERITAGE SITES SQUARE MILES

ITALY 61 116,310

TÜRKIYE 22 302,535

COLOMBIA 9 440,831

MOROCCO 9 172,317

VIETNAM 9 128,000

CHILE 7 291,933

COSTA RICA 4 19,760

CAMEROON 3 475,442

AFGHANISTAN 2 252,072
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NORTON SOCIETY
Named for the founder and first president of the AIA, the Charles Eliot Norton Society is comprised of some 
of the AIA’s most loyal supporters. Including the AIA in your estate plans will provide a gift that will carry 
the organization into the future and ensure our continued growth. 

David Adam
Susan Allen
Peter Allen
Craig Anderson
Robert Atwater
Elizabeth Bartman
Marshall Becker
David Boochever
Edward Boshell
Thomas Carpenter
Arthur Cassanos
Sandra Church
William Claire
Lucinda Conger
Jackie Craver
Jane Crawford
Sophia Cripe
Larry Cripe
Martha Daura
Richard De Puma
Julie Desnick
Connie Downing
Thomas Durbin
Joel Eigen
Jane Evans
Indira Feldmore
Heidi Fisher
Bernard Frischer
Elaine Godwin
Beth Greene
Wendy Greenleaf
Linda Grable-Curtis
Rosanne Gulino
John Hale
Brian Heidtke

Holly Ann Gibson
Michael Hoff
Mary Hutton
Christa Jachan
Judy Judd
Teresa Keller
M. Whitney Keen
Laetitia La Follette
Charles La Follette
Jeffrey Lamia
Travis Lee
Kenneth Lee
Willa Lawall
David Luther
Jodi Magness
Elizabeth Macaulay
Anita Majetich
Caroline Maddock
Martha Payne
Barbara Meyer
Alexander Meyer
Ann Miller
Andrew Moore
Steve Morse
Joanne Murphy
Helen Nagy
James Ottaway
Dorinda Oliver
Kathleen Pavelko
Pierre Pelmont
Martha Payne
Deborah Remer
Laura Rich
Brian Rose
Betsey Robinson

Karen Rubinson
James Russell
Ann Santen
Linda Sarandrea
Robert Seibert
David Seigle
Ruth Seigle
Agnes Sherman
Joseph Shaw
Maria Shaw
Monica Smith
Timothy Stephens
Charles Steinmetz
Helene Studer
Douglas Tilden
Charles Tint
Francesca Tronchin
James Vedder
Dorothy Vieira
Jane Waldbaum
Peter Webster
Frank Wezniak
Fred White
Michele White
Ethan White
Hector Williams
Phillip Winegar
James Wiseman
Weily Yang
John Yarmick

SCAN HERE FOR 
MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE 
NORTON SOCIETY
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