We have a new name to reflect our mission to make archaeology more visible in our state!

Rhode Island Archaeology Society

(formerly AIA Narragansett Society)

Newsletter

March 2026

Meet Our Newest Board Member:

Candace Ranslow

ranslowc@gmail.com

Candace is a volunteer marine archaeology researcher, art
therapist, and healthcare administrator dedicated to serving
Veterans. A member of the Rhode Island Marine
Archaeology Project, she holds advanced certifications in
wreck, night, search & recovery, and deep diving. She
enjoys hiking the wilderness around the world and is
currently a Master’s candidate in Library Science. With an
academic background holding degrees in Anthropology,
Behavioral Neuroscience, and Fine Arts, she brings a
passionate curiosity to the work of mapping shipwrecks,
artifacts, and preserving culture and the stories that define
the human experience.

Upcoming Events

Lecture

Landscapes in Time and Memory: Foragers in the Mojave Desert
Thursday, April 23 at 5:30 p.m.

Rhode Island Hall, Brown University

60 George St., Providence, RI 02912

The Mojave Desert is one of the most arid environments in North America and yet foragers
exploited the desert resources for at least 10,000 years, by crossing the landscape following a
series of springs and seeps using networks of trails. Dr. Barbara Roth, Professor and Chair
of the University of Nevada's Anthropology Department, will discuss evidence for the
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long-term use of the Mojave Desert using data from recent archaeological fieldwork in the
desert around Las Vegas, NV.

Dr. Roth has done fieldwork in the Southwest US, Mojave
Desert, and France. Her research has focused on the
transition from hunting and gathering to agriculture, the
social changes (household organization, gender roles) that
occurred as groups became more sedentary and
agriculturally dependent, and the role of ritual in
community integration in the Mimbres Mogollon region
of southwestern New Mexico. She has directed
excavations at several pithouse sites and a large Classic
period pueblo in the Mimbres region. She has recently
been doing work in the Mojave Desert examining past
hunter-gatherer land use.

Archaeology Walk

Canonchet Brook Preserve
Saturday, May 2 at 1 p.m.

In the event of rain in the forecast, please check our
Facebook or Instagram for updates.

Meet at the Parking Lot at
Rte. 3 Main St. Trailhead, Hopkinton.
(Expect a 12-hour walk.)

Meet up afterwards for late lunch/drinks &
conversation at the Wood River Tavern, 1139 Main
St., Richmond.

Join us on an informal field trip at the Canonchet-Hoxie (a.k.a. Canonchet-Brook) Preserve, as
we explore colonial-era archaeological ruins, which include a stone dam that impounded water
for a sawmill, and the stone foundations of classic colonial saltbox house. A ceremonial stone
landscape of the Narragansett Tribe will also feature along the way. The walk takes about 172
hours, following a well-marked, slightly rugged walking trail managed by the Nature
Conservancy and the Hopkinton Land Trust (the segment south of North Road Trail, on the
map below). There are eight points of interest that will be discussed along the path.
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Canonchet Preserves,
Three Trailheads
Trail Map

TRAILS

Cananchet Trad: 2.8 Miles from Bt 3 trathesd to
Stubtown Rd traithead. Yellow Blaze,

Disficuity Rating: 2C (See “Safety Guidelnes” below).

Housie Trail: 1.0 Mie, Slue Siaze, Difficuty Rating: 2C
Cut-Over 1, 0.1 Miles, White Blaze, Offficulty Rating: 26
Cut-gver2, 0.2 Mikes, Write Blaze, Difficulty Ratng: 28
North Rd Trail: Q.5 Miles, Wite Blaze, Difficulty Rating: 2C

TRAIL USE GUIDELINES
Observe posted rules and regulations.
Motarized vehicles prohibited

No fres /No camping

Wear “Blam Orange" during hunting seasen
urting oriy in State Management Areas
s per DIM regulations

Laawe na trace, please carry out trash

SAFETY GUIDELINES
SAFETY IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY -
STAY WITHIN YOUR LIMITS

The information provided here on trail lengtés, trail
blaze colors, inclise numbers and tread rating can
st you in making safe hiking decisices.

TRAIL DIFFICULTY RATINGS
Inchme Namber:

1 Very littie il chmbing

2-Soma

3~ Some significant hill dimbing
4~ A gocd deal of significant hil dimbing
5= Nearky continuous steep hill dimbing

Tread Rateg:
A~ Tral & most entirely 0n pavement; probatiy

A N
\ I £ sultabie for baby strollers.
; &7 v = B~ A siguificant part ofthe trail s well groomed
3 Hopkinton Land Tr Bre Homaestead
/ \ e Land Tt Braan . with very It it terran

1
seesnee: Trails The Nature Conservancy €= A significant part of the trail h what
SITE DESCRIPTION significant par s some

e Camcnchet Tl [ Auvdubon Society
Three tratheads provide parking and access to the 750 wooded acres of Mokpinton Land Trust and

difficult berraim (rocky or rooted paths).
D~ A significant part of the trail has very difficult

The Nature Conservancy Cananchet Preserves. Tomaguag Brook and Cancnchet Brook, South Fork = Roass I # 06M Rockuilie Management Area terrain.
ariginate in this area. Both watersheds were significant in pre-Colonial use and contain gre-industrial 10% Contours E = The maiorty of the trail has verv aifficut terrain.
revolution watar-pawered mil sites. The North Raad ridge is a gackl drumdin. Much of the land is — Miles N
rugged hik and swamp capped with boulders and outcrops that greatly bmited farming = Rivers & Streams O 02 04 The Nature @
Map by the Southern Ri Conservation District using RIGIS data. Conservancy
Map made possible by the Hopkinton Conservation Commission. Find this trall and more at www.hopkintonri.org and www.exploreri.org L - ’I'D:: e

What’s That You Found? // The Antiques Rhode Show

Wondering where that piece of pottery that you found in your backyard is from? Call the RI
Archaeology Society! Whether you find an artifact in the backyard while digging space for a
new garden bed, or you stumble upon an old item in your attic during spring cleaning, we’d
love to hear about it. Send a photo of your item to us by email at
ala.narragansett.society(@gmail.com, or tag @RIarchaeology in your Instagram or Facebook
post. We may even come out to investigate your property!

(far left & lefi) Fire-cracked and
incised rocks, possibly Neolithic,
found on 1800s-farmhouse land in
the Oakland Beach neighborhood
of Warwick, RI.
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AIA Archaeology Hour, 8 p.m. on-line

March 25, 2026 (Thursday, March 26 in Australia) — Helen Green
Dating Australia’s Oldest Rock Art
Register

April 22, 2026 — Justin Dunnavant
Ecology and Slavery in St. Croix
Register

Other News

On Egypt’s Hidden Gems

Our secretary, Elaine, who recently joined her first AIA
study tour, couldn’t rave about it enough. AIA’s Egypt’s
Hidden Gems is primarily geared towards those returning
for a deeper look at Ancient Egypt, with a well-planned
itinerary taking visitors slightly off-the-beaten-track.
Highlights included a private tour of the subterranean
Osireion in Abydos, exploring Akhenaten’s ruined city at
Tell el-Amarna, and visiting several new and active
archaeological sites in Saqqara and Western Thebes—
presented, in most cases, by the archaeologists who had
themselves led or worked on the excavations, courtesy of
the tour’s knowledgeable and very amiable AIA host-
lecturer-Egyptologist, Steve Harvey, and tour guide, Enas
Salah. (Elaine says, “Considering joining 2027’s Egypt’s
Hidden Gems?—remain on the fence no longer!”)

(above) Dr. José¢ M. Galan,
Director of the Djehuty
Project, presenting research
onsite at TT11, the tomb-
chapel of Djehuty, official
Overseer of the Treasury of
Hatshepsut-Thutmose III, only
recently opened to the public.

(left) Elaine at the
former “Office of
Correspondence of
Pharaoh” Akhenaten,
the find-spot of the
Amarna Letters.
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Messages from the Board

We’d love to hear from you!

Do you have archaeology-related news or projects to share, that could be of interest to our RI
Archaeology Society members? Do you have ideas or suggestions (none too small!) that could
help us all promote Archaeology in our state of RI? (For example, would you enjoy an RI
Archaeology Book Club, book reviews, or other events?) We’d love to hear from you!

We welcome your input, at aia.narragansett.society@gmail.com.

New! Follow Us on Social Media!

Keep up with the RI Archaeology Society online by following @RIarchaeology on our brand-
new Instagram and Facebook pages. Be the first to know about our upcoming events and hear
from professionals, students, and amateurs alike as our members share what they’re currently
studying. Ready to get out into the field? RSVP to our meet-ups, lectures, and more on our
new Eventbrite page.
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