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LAKESHORE ARCHAEOLOGY AT THE SITE 
OF LA PESCARA, ITALY 

COURSE ID: HIS 489 
January 2-31, 2026 

Academic Credits: 8 Semester Credit Units (Equivalent to 12 Quarter Units) 
School of Record: Culver Stockton College 

 
DIRECTORS 
Dr. Federico Nomi, Marie Curie Global Fellow, Sapienza - University of Rome / University of 
Michigan (federico.nomi@uniroma1.it) 
Dr. Mario Mineo, Scientific board, ORTA Association, former officer of Minister of Culture 
(mmineo55@gmail.com) 
Dr. Brian Stewart, Associate Professor, University of Michigan  
(bastew@umich.edu) 
Mr. Michele Truffi, PhD Candidate, University of Roma 3/ ORTA Association 
(michele.truffi@uniroma3.it) 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

Lake Bracciano (Province of Lazio, central Italy) is a crossroads of civilizations, with long a history of 
human occupation, cultural contact and long-distance exchange. This volcanic lake, formed in the 
crater of the Sabatini Mountains complex, houses diverse archaeological remains, from the 
submerged Neolithic village of La Marmotta1, with its ancient canoes and wooden tools, to the 
Roman villas overlooking the lake’s shoreline, built for leisure and the exploitation of local resources. 
This field school is part of a long-term research project, exploring trajectories of pan-Mediterranean 

 
1 The site of La Marmotta, dated to 5,800 BCE, yielded some of the best-preserved prehistoric finds in the world. 
Most remarkable are five nearly complete wooden canoes and a range of other organic artifacts recovered at the 
site. They are now on display at the Museo delle Civiltà in Rome, and students will begin this field school with a 
visit to these spectacular finds.   

mailto:federico.nomi@uniroma1.it
mailto:mmineo55@gmail.com
mailto:bastew@umich.edu
mailto:michele.truffi@uniroma3.it
https://www.discovermagazine.com/planet-earth/la-marmotta
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cultural connectivity, human-environment interaction and geological change within the Sabatini 
Basin. The project involves archaeologists, geologists, anthropologists, and landscape scholars. 

This field school focused on the excavations of the site of La Pescara, located on the southern shore 
of Lake Bracciano. During our initial survey, we determined that La Pescara is a deeply stratified, 
multi-layered site, with occupation starting during the Neolithic Period (7-6 millennia BCE), through 
Bronze and Iron Age occupations (4-2 millennia BCE), culminating with a Roman Villa near the 
surface. We began excavating La Pescara in 2023 and will continue excavation and documentation 
until we reach sterile sediments below the Neolithic deposits. 

In an era of profound environmental transformations and urban pressures, making the past known 
also means protecting it and putting it at the service of local communities, sustainable tourism, and 
cultural education. Our goal is to explore the cultural heritage of the Sabatini Basin but also to 
develop archaeological sites for tourism and preservation, helping to make them a resource worth 
keeping instead of an obstacle of contemporary development. 

LEARNT SKILLS 

We are aware that many students may not seek academic careers but will pursue employment in 
the private sector. To that end, we are following the example set by Twin Cairns with their Skills Log 

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER  

The Center for Field Sciences was established to support field training in a range of sciences 
at sites within the U.S. & across the world. Traveling and conducting field work involves risk. 
Students interested in participating in any CFS program must weigh the potential risk against 
the value of education provided by the program of their choosing.  

Risk is inherent in everything we do and the CFS takes risks seriously. A committee of leading 
scholars review each field school location prior to approval. Once a program is accepted, the 
CFS continually monitor conditions at the program’s site and so we can provide an 
experience that is as safe as possible.  

The CFS does not provide trip or travel cancellation insurance. Students are encouraged to 
explore such insurance policies on their own. Post Covid 19, most basic policies do not cover 
trip cancelation due to pandemics. If you wish to purchase an insurance policy that covers 
such contingencies, explore Cancel for Any Reason (CFAR) plans. Insuremytrip.com, 
Squaremouth.com or Travelguard.com are possible websites where students may explore 
different insurance policies. 

Students should be aware that conditions in the field are different than those experienced at 
home, dorms or college towns. Students will be exposed to the elements, live in rustic 
accommodation, and expect to engage in daily physical activity.  

We do our best to follow schedule and activities as outlined in this syllabus. Yet local 
permitting agencies, political, environmental, personal, and/or weather conditions may force 
changes. This syllabus, therefore, is only a general commitment. Students should allow 
flexibility and adaptability as research work is frequently subject to modification. 

All students must consult medical professionals to ensure they are fit to participate in a CFS 
field program. CFS is not qualified to provide medical advice. For all other concerns, please 
consult with CFS staff members or program director(s) – as appropriate. 

https://www.insuremytrip.com/
https://www.squaremouth.com/
https://www.travelguard.com/
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Matrix™ (https://twincairns.com/skills-log-matrix/). Students will be trained in the following skills:   

Skill Description 
Field-Excavation General 
Principles 

Know how to excavate in cultural or arbitrary layers, document and 
record all excavation activity 

Field-Phase I Ability to conduct archaeology phase I work: identification 
Field-Phase II Ability to conduct archaeology phase II work: Evaluation 
Field-Phase III Ability to conduct archaeology phase III work: Data recovery 
Field-Photography Ability to take clear images of various features, artifact & soil colors at 

various light and field depth conditions 
Field-Soil identification Ability to identify, describe and record different types of soil and 

depositions 
Field-Stratigraphy Ability to identify, measure and describe stratigraphic layering of a site 
Lab-Artifact Conservation Ability to expertly conserve, preserve & restore a full range of artifact 

types 
Lab-Artifact 
Documentation 

Ability to measure, record, photograph and classify various artifact 
types in the lab/post ex setting 

Lab-Flotation Able to use flotation machine to collect flora and fauna 
Lab-Screening Ability to use general & geological screens to identify, collect and 

record small scale finds 
Software-Adobe Acrobat Ability to create, edit and convert files to and from PDF format in 

Adobe Acrobat 
Software-Database Understand how Database software works and can create data files 

(Access, FileMaker, etc.) 
Software-Image Editing Ability to display, create & edit images/graphics in graphic software, 

such as Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, etc. 
Software-MS Office Can confidently operate MS Office software, including Word, Excel & 

PowerPoint 
Specialty-
Geoarchaeology 

Ability to collect, sample and analyze soil and sediment samples 
through dry sieving, wet sieving and flotation 

Survey-Drone Survey Able to fly a drone and design systematic land coverage, 
documentation & survey 

Survey-GPS Recording Ability to use GPS instruments to conduct, document & record digital 
spatial survey data 

Survey-Map Reading Ability to read a topographical map, can navigate by compass to and 
from provided locations 

Survey-Map/Plan Making, 
Digital 

Ability to use digital tools (Total Station, differential GPS, etc.) to 
create maps and plans of a site 

Survey-Map/Plan Making, 
Manual 

Ability to use a theodolite & measuring tape to produce maps and 
plans of a site 

Survey-Total Station Know how to properly set a Total Station, take back and fore points, 
collect geospatial data/points that can be used to generate digital 
topographic maps 

GRADE EVALUATION MATRIX 

Students will be assessed based on their performance as follows: 

70% Participation: Active involvement in all activities promoted by the field school, both on-site 
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and off-site. 

30% Field Notebook: All students will be required to keep a diary documenting their excavation 
activities, reflections, and discoveries. 

SKILL LEVEL MATRIX 

Field school instructors will evaluate each student's proficiency across the listed competencies. 
Each skill will be assessed at one of the following three levels: 

Basic: Able to perform the skill/task with some supervision. 
Competent: Able to perform the skill/task independently. 
Advanced: Able to perform the skill/task and teach others how to do it. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

The primary objective of the field school is to provide students with a comprehensive 
understanding of archaeological fieldwork within the context of the ancient Mediterranean, from 
prehistoric times to the Roman Empire. This includes all aspects of archaeological field research – 
from research design and logistical planning to daily on-site and off-site activities and ongoing 
scientific interpretation. This program is designed to provide students with self-confidence in field 
data acquisition, hypothesis formulation, critical thinking, and teamwork. 

Students will begin with four days of preliminary lectures, during which they will receive all the 
necessary information to fully engage in field activities. Simultaneously, they will contribute to the 
opening of the excavation site. During the four weeks of fieldwork, students will engage in 
excavation and lab activities on weekdays. Weekends will be dedicated to on-site and off-site 
documentation, museum visits, field trips, and rest. 

More specifically, students will participate in the following activities: 

Museum Visits and Lectures: 

These will begin on the first weekend (January 3–4), with visits to major museum collections in 
nearby Rome (Museo delle Civiltà, Museo Nazionale Romano, and Museo di Villa Giulia), focusing 
on previous archaeological investigations around Lake Bracciano and the relevant chronological 
periods (from the Neolithic to Romanization). The first two days of the first week will feature 
seminar-style lectures on the fundamentals of archaeology. These lectures will provide historical 
context for excavations around Lake Bracciano and introduce the students to the stratigraphic 
excavation method and its recording system. All lectures will be held at the mission house (Casale 
Colle dei Pini – Anguillara Sabazia, Rome). 

Excavation: 

Students will spend four weeks excavating at La Pescara (Anguillara Sabazia, RM), a short distance 
from the current shores of Lake Bracciano. The site features a highly variable stratigraphy, allowing 
students to gain confidence using a wide range of excavation methods and tools. Working 
alongside experienced excavation supervisors, students will learn proper procedures for 
excavating various contexts—from a Roman imperial residential villa to Etruscan occupations and 
Bronze Age or Neolithic layers likely linked to the nearby submerged village of La Marmotta (about 
600 meters away). Students will also learn to identify and recover all artifacts and ecofacts found at 
the site. 

Laboratory Work: 

In the afternoons (and occasionally mornings depending on progress and weather), students will 
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participate in lab activities. Most of the finds from the La Pescara site are ceramics, either 
handmade (prehistoric) or wheel-thrown (classical), local or imported, plain or decorated. During 
lab hours, students will learn to identify the different ceramic types present on-site. Previous 
surveys (from 1988) at La Pescara have also yielded a wide range of materials, including bone 
ornaments, stone tools (lithics), plant remains, textiles and well-preserved wooden objects, food 
remains, large dugout canoes and their ceramic models, metal artifacts, glass beads, slag, loom 
weights and spindle whorls, seeds, charred wood, and faunal remains. Students will learn to 
identify, clean, catalog, document, and conserve these finds. 

Documentation: 

Students will be trained in various aspects of archaeological documentation, including how to 
maintain an excavation diary, fill out context sheets, use a total station for laser surveys, operate a 
drone for 3D photogrammetry, draw site sections, and photograph and illustrate excavation 
contexts. During lab sessions, students will also learn how to catalog finds and photograph and 
illustrate special artifacts. 

Seminars: 

The La Pescara research project has long-standing collaborations with international researchers 
focused on different excavation aspects or specific themes related to the region’s archaeology. 
During the field season, some of these specialists will be invited to give in-depth seminars on their 
research. This will give students insights into real-world research practices in the area and the 
opportunity to learn about the latest archaeological developments. 

Field Trips: 

Archaeological excursions will take place on Saturdays and the first Sunday. These include: 

1. Museum visits  (in Rome: Museo delle Civiltà, link; Museo Nazionale Etrusco, link; Museo 
Nazionale Romano, link; and in the Tuscia region: Museo della Preistoria della Tuscia e della 
Rocca Farnese, link; Museo Nazionale Etrusco di Rocca Albornoz, Viterbo, link; Museo 
Archeologico Nazionale Cerite, link; Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Tarquinia, link), to help 
students become familiar with the ancient material culture of the area where the OUT-LAB 
project is being developed. 

2. Visits to archaeological parks,  such as Cerveteri and Tarquinia (UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 
link), and other ongoing excavations like the submerged Bronze Age site of Grancarro in Bolsena 
lake (link) or the late Etruscan and Roman site of Bagno Grande in San Casciano dei Bagni (one 
of Italy’s most important discoveries in the past 25 years). 

3. Guided tours of key Etruscan cities such as Viterbo and Orvieto. Explanations will be provided 
during visits. All excursions in Etruria are optional and will be organized in consultation with the 
students.  

4. The second, third, and fourth Sundays are free, giving students the opportunity to rest or explore 
independently, for example, visiting nearby Rome, which is easily accessible via local train from 
a station (Anguillara Sabazia) near the mission house. 

By the end of the field course, students will be able to: 

➢ Confidently conduct all aspects of stratigraphic excavation, at varying levels of detail, using a 
wide range of tools (from brushes to trowels, picks, mallets, and shovels), even in challenging 
environments with poor stratigraphic visibility and compact sediment. 

➢ Independently carry out all standard steps for proper single-context recording, including 
mapping with surveying equipment, labeling and logging, context removal, description and 

https://www.museodellecivilta.it/en
https://www.museoetru.it/en
https://museonazionaleromano.beniculturali.it/en
https://www.museovalentano.it/
https://direzioneregionalemuseilazio.cultura.gov.it/en/luoghi/museo-nazionale-etrusco-rocca-albornoz/
https://pact.cultura.gov.it/museo-archeologico-nazionale-cerite/
https://pact.cultura.gov.it/centenario-museo-di-tarquinia/
https://pact.cultura.gov.it/
https://catalogo.beniculturali.it/detail/ArchaeologicalProperty/1201339483-3
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interpretation, drawing, and photography. 
➢ Understand and effectively perform the proper procedures for laboratory processing, 

documentation, and conservation of finds. 
➢ Understand the fundamentals of ceramic analysis, including gaining hands-on familiarity with 

the main materials found at La Pescara. 
➢ Grasp the historical significance of Lake Bracciano from prehistory to the Roman period within 

the broader archaeological context of Southern Etruria. 
➢ Engage with the theoretical foundations of archaeological research around Lake Bracciano, 

including migration, cultural contact and identity, abrupt climate and landscape changes. 
➢ Be familiar with Italian culture, especially that of Southern Etruria. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Since the La Pescara site offers an excellent opportunity to study the dynamics of ancient 
landscape changes, a large portion of the field training will focus on key themes such as human-
environment interaction and the diverse cultural contacts that occurred within a specific 
biogeographical context. This area — a wetland comprising a lake and a river (the modern-day 
Arrone) paleo-delta, which once connected the lake to one of the Mediterranean’s most important 
seas, the Tyrrhenian — facilitated trade, migration and cultural exchange through various 
chronological periods in antiquity. 

Through seminars and discussions, we will explore how migration shaped the history of Italy, from 
the late prehistoric period and the Neolithic revolution that ushered in the so-called (and ongoing) 
Anthropocene, to the first major wave of globalization in Western history: the Roman Empire. We 
will examine how encounters between populations transformed ideas and perceptions of 
collective identity; how, as archaeologists, we can study these phenomena; and how our research 
can inform and contribute to our understanding of a present shaped by these very same processes. 
For instance, we will reflect on how climate change—now as in the past—is rapidly transforming 
entire landscapes. 

Week 1: 

During the first week, students will take part in museum visits that will introduce them to the 
chronological phases and territorial contexts related to the excavation they will carry out. 
Additionally, they will attend a series of lectures at the mission house designed to provide the 
necessary background to understand the specific nature of archaeological research in the area, 
the site they will be excavating, and the methodology they will use to conduct it. 

Day Course Content / Activity Length  Specifics 
Day 0 (2 Jan) 8:00pm Welcome Dinner 90 min At field house 
Day 1 (3 Jan) 7:30am Breakfast 1 hour At field house 

9:00am Orientation 2 hours At field house 
11:00pm Transfer to Rome 1 hour Using project vehicles 
12:30pm Lunch 1 hours  Mercato di Testaccio with typical 

Roman street food 
2:00pm Visit MuCiv Museum 4 hours  Pre/protohistoric exhibit 
6:30pm Aperitif-dinner in 
Rome 

2 hours Time to socialize and formal guest 
lectures 

9:30pm Transfer to Anguillara 
S. 

1 hour Using project vehicles 

Readings: Dolfini 2020, Robb & Farr2005  
Day 2 (4 Jan) 7:00am Breakfast 1 hour At field house 
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8:00am Transfer to Rome 1 hour Using project vehicles 
9:30am Visit Museo Nazionale 
Romano 

4 hours  Protohistoric/Roman exposition 

2:00pm Lunch 1 hours Villa Borghese 
3:30pm Visit Museo Nazionale 
Etrusco 

3 hours Etruscan exposition 

7:00pm Transfer to Anguillara S. 1 hour Using project vehicles 
8:30pm Dinner 90 min At field house 
Readings: Iacono et al 2022 

Day 3 (5 Jan) 6:45am Breakfast 45 min At field house 
7:30am Departure to site 30 min Using project vehicles 
8:00am Site opening 4 hours Site opening and topographical 

orientation; 15-minute tea/coffee 
break 

12:30pm Lunch 1 hour  
1:30pm Lectures 4 hours Background knowledge necessary 

to successfully participate in the 
field school (introduction to 
excavation methodology and lab 
procedures) 

7:30pm Aperitif 1 hour At field house 
8:30pm Dinner 1 hour At field house 
Readings: Esposito & Stoddart 2024,  

Day 4 (6 Jan) 6:45am Breakfast 45 min At field house 
7:30am Departure to site 30 min Using project vehicles 
8:00am Site opening 4 hours 15-minute tea/coffee break 
12:30pm Lunch 1 hour  
1:30pm Lecture 4 hours Introduction to the OUT-LAB 

project: landscape archaeology of 
the Sabatine area (earliest 
Paleolithic hunter-gatherers, 
significant Neolithic evidence, 
protohistoric occupation during the 
Metal Ages, the Etruscan presence, 
and the Romanization of the 
region). 

7:30pm Aperitif 1 hour At field house 
8:30pm Dinner 1 hour At field house 
No readings 

Weeks 2–4 

From Monday to Friday, students will engage in full-day excavation work.  

TYPICAL WORKDAY 

Time Comments 
6:45am Breakfast At field house 
7:30am Departure to site Using project vehicles 
8:00am Start excavation 15-minute morning tea/coffee break, 45 minute lunch break 
4:00pm Return to field house Using project vehicles 
5:30pm Lab work 15-minute afternoon tea/coffee break 
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Because we are excavating in the rainy season, it is likely that our excavation may be occasionally 
disrupted by rain. In those cases, we will conduct lectures and lab work instead of excavation. 

Saturdays will be dedicated to field trips, including visits to parks, archaeological sites, and 
museums. Local experts will provide instructions. Site visits will include:  

January 10:  

• Tarquinia: visit to the Archaeological site of the Etruscan necropolis of Monterozzi and Museum 
• Cerveteri: visit to the Archaeological site of Etruscan Necropoli of Banditaccia and Museum 

January 15: 

• Valentano: visit to the Prehistory of Tuscia Museum 
• Grancarro di Bolsena: visit to the Bronze Age submerged site 

January 22:  

• San Casciano: visit to Etruscan/Roman site of Bagno Grande 
• Orvieto: visit to the Archaeological site of Etruscan necropolis of Crocifisso del Tufo and 

Museum 

Sundays will be free, and those who wish to travel to nearby Rome can use the easily accessible 
public rail transportation (the Anguillara train station is located about 2 km from our mission 
house). 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

To successfully complete this field school, students must attend at least 85% of all course hours. 
Significant tardiness or early departure from any activity will be counted as an absence. 

A reasonable number of absences for medical or personal reasons may be excused if the student 
makes up for the missed work through extra reading, homework, or practical sessions with 
program staff. 

PREREQUISITES 

None. This is hands-on, experiential learning and students will study on-site how to conduct 
archaeological research. Fieldwork involves physical work and exposure to the elements and thus 
requires a measure of understanding that this will not be the typical university learning 
environment. You will have to work outdoors and will get sweaty, dirty, and tired. Students are 
required to come equipped with sufficient excitement and adequate understanding that fieldwork 
requires real, hard work, in the sun and dust. 

In accordance with Italian Superintendency regulations, each participant must submit a letter from 
their primary care physician confirming they are medically fit to handle these conditions. The 
certificate must also confirm that the participant received a mandatory tetanus vaccination or an 
up-to-date booster. 

PROGRAM ETIQUETTE 

This project is carried out by an international team, primarily composed of Italians and Americans. 
We share a strong culture of hospitality and are committed to making everyone feel welcome and 
at home. 

It is important to note that Italian culture is generally warm and expressive. Physical contact is 
common among friends and colleagues and is not intended or perceived as inappropriate behavior. 
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Most participants adapt quickly and come to enjoy the informal atmosphere and joie de vivre 
typical of Mediterranean culture. 

Getting to know others includes understanding people from the past, as well as embracing 
present-day cultures that may be different from one's own. We hope this experience will spark your 
curiosity and that our passion and enthusiasm will be inspiring and contagious. 

TRAVEL INFORMATION & MEETING POINT 

We recommend waiting until at least six (6) weeks before the program start date before purchasing 
plane tickets. Natural disasters, political changes, weather, or other factors may require the 
cancellation of a program. CFS typically reviews local conditions 6–7 weeks prior to the start date 
to confirm whether the program will proceed. This timeline allows for the purchase of discounted 
airfare while protecting students from potential financial loss in case of cancellation. 

The meeting point is at Rome’s Fiumicino International Airport (FCO). Students will be met by 
project staff members on Friday (first day of program) at 5:00pm. Meeting point is just outside the 
arrival hall of Terminal 3, by the Bagel Factory store. From there, students will be driven to the 
project field house, about 40 minutes away. 

If you miss a connection or your flight is delayed, please call, text, or email the project director 
immediately. A local emergency phone number will be provided to all enrolled students. 

 
Figure 1: Map of Fiumicino International Airport Terminal 3 arrival area & meeting point location 

VISA REQUIREMENTS 

There are no special visa requirements for U.S. citizens traveling to Europe, provided the stay does 
not exceed 90 days. Passports must be valid for at least three months beyond the end date of your 
stay. Citizens of other countries should consult the website of their home country's embassy for 
specific visa requirements. 

Please note: The course structure is subject to change at the discretion of the program directors. 

Bagel Factory Store 
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MEALS & ACCOMMODATION 

Casale Colle dei Pini (https://www.casalecolledeipini.com/) is a 20th-century farmhouse nestled in 
the Roman countryside, just a stone’s throw from Lake Bracciano. It is a peaceful and convenient 
location from which to reach Rome and explore all the attractions of the Bracciano and Martignano 
Regional Natural Park. It is located in the countryside north of Rome (30 km), just a short distance 
from Anguillara Sabazia (2 km), Lake Bracciano (5 km), and Lake Martignano (9 km). Its strategic 
location, immersed in peaceful surroundings, is the perfect starting point for enjoying spectacular 
walking and cycling trails that make it easy to explore the area. The apartment is comfortable and 
divided into 5 private bedrooms on the upper floor, where bed linens, duvets, and towels are 
provided to ensure a pleasant stay. There is also a walk-through room/living area with a sofa bed. 
The sleeping area is served by 3 shared full bathrooms and an additional service bathroom on the 
ground floor. Guests have access to a fully equipped kitchen for preparing meals independently, 
along with a multifunction coffee machine for breakfast. 

Meals will be provided on working days and during field trips by the mission, either through an in-
house kitchen service or takeaway. On Sundays, participants will have the freedom to use the 
mission's kitchen independently or explore other dining options throughout Etruria or in Rome. 

We will prepare our breakfast at the farmhouse with milk, cereal, crackers, jam, and tea or coffee. 
A mid-morning tea/coffee break will take place on-site, with tea and coffee, cookies, and fruit. 
Lunch is served near the excavation area in a sheltered spot. While the menu may vary depending 
on what's fresh at the market, we typically bring in refrigerated containers a generous selection of 
bread, cheese, cold cuts, tomatoes, fruit, and cookies. The mission house has a large kitchen and 
a cook who provides us with excellent dinners made with local ingredients. Meals usually consist 
of a hearty starter, a main course, and fruit. The cook can accommodate vegetarian and gluten-free 
diets, but please note that more specific dietary needs (e.g., vegan or religious-based) 
unfortunately cannot be met. 

The Anguillara Sabazia train station is located about 2 km away and can be easily reached using 
mission vehicles or the bicycles provided. From this station, you can reach the Roma San Pietro 
stop—just steps from the Vatican and in the heart of the capital—in less than an hour. 

The research site is accessible by car. The field team has access to a 4x4 vehicle owned by the 
Principal Investigator (PI), as well as one or two vans rented locally. All vehicles are serviced before 
the start of the fieldwork and, when not in use, are parked at the farmhouse. Students will travel to 
and from the site by car together with the PI and other excavation participants. The drive takes 
approximately 10 minutes to reach the shores of Lake Bracciano. 

EQUIPMENT LIST 

Please bring the following items: 

• Steel-toe (or other reinforced work) boots 
• Appropriate work clothes for excavation in cold weather, including: 

o Long pants, long-sleeved shirts 
o Warm, wind resistant and waterproof coat or jacket 
o Fleece 
o Warm hat or head scarf 

• Warm work gloves 
• Waterproof hiking boots 
• Warm non-work clothing for evenings and weekends 

https://www.casalecolledeipini.com/
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• Toiletries 
• Notebook, pen, pencils, eraser 
• Prescription medications needed for the entire duration of the program 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

International dialing code: +39 

Money/Banks/Credit Cards: Italy’s currency is the Euro, which has an exchange rate of ca. 1.13 
US$. Banks can be found in Anguillara Sabazia, 3 km away from our accommodation, and most 
shops/supermarkets accept major credit cards (with the exception of American Express, which is 
not always accepted). However, credit cards are not commonly used for small purchases (for 
example coffee at a café). It is therefore advisable to carry small amounts of cash when on trips. 

ATM Availability: ATMs can be found in any town in our vicinity and at some gas stations. 

Local Language: Italian. Our fieldschool however is multilingual: we speak Italian, English and 
“roman” dialect. 

Measure units: degree Celsius (ºC), meter (m.), gram (gr.), liter (l). 

ACADEMIC CREDIT AND TRANSCRIPT INFORMATION 

Attending students will be awarded 8 semester credit units (equivalent to 12 quarter credit units). 
Students will receive a letter grade for attending this field school based on the assessment matrix 
(above). This program provides a minimum of 160 direct instructional hours. Students are 
encouraged to discuss the transferability of credit units with faculty and the registrar at their home 
institutions prior to attending this program.  

Students will be able to access their transcript through our School of Record – Culver-Stockton 
College. C-SC has authorized the National Student Clearinghouse to provide enrollment and 
degree verification (at https://tsorder.studentclearinghouse.org/school/select).  Upon completion 
of a program, students will get an email from C-SC with a student ID that may be used to retrieve 
transcripts. The first set of transcripts will be provided at no cost, additional transcripts may 
require payment. If you have questions about ordering a transcript, contact the C-SC office of the 
registrar at registrar@culver.edu.   

REQUIRED READINGS 

Cifani, Gabriele, The Romans', in Marco Maiuro (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Pre-Roman Italy 
(1000--49 BCE), Oxford Handbooks, 318–329 (online edn, Oxford Academic, 22 Feb. 2024). 

Dolfini, A. (2020). From the Neolithic to the Bronze Age in Central Italy: settlement, burial, and 
social change at the dawn of metal production. Journal of Archaeological Research, 28(4), 503-556. 

Esposito, C., Stoddart S. (2024). The Etruscans, in Marco Maiuro (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Pre-
Roman Italy (1000--49 BCE), Oxford Handbooks, 342–367 (online edn, Oxford Academic, 22 Feb. 
2024). 

Iacono, F., Borgna, E., Cattani, M., Cavazzuti, C., Dawson, H., Galanakis, Y., ... & Risch, R. (2022). 
Establishing the middle sea: the late bronze age of Mediterranean Europe (1700–900 BC). Journal of 
Archaeological Research, 30(3), 371-445. 
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